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(  iii  ) 


TO  THE 

f: 

Reverend  Dr.  1.  T. 


Reverend  Sir, 

I  Humbly  beg  leave  to  put  under 
your  Protection  this  fmall  Trea- 
t'lfe ,  which  is  writ  with  no  other 
View  than  to  promote  the  Glory  <?/God, 
and  the  Honour  of  Christ. 

The  Caufe ,  which  the  Author  de- 
fendsy  is  the  very  fame ,  in  which  you 
have  always  Jhewn  your  Zeal ’  AJJi- 
dmtyy  Learning  and  Courage.  If  'you 
go  two  different  Ways  to  work  in  De¬ 
fence  of  the  Truth, »  it  Jhall  be  the 
Comfort  of  all  difcerning  Men ,  that 
you  both  meet  in  the  Center . 


To  furnifh  the  Palace  of  a  great 
Prince ,  is  the  Duty  of  thofe ,  who  are 
in  a  high  Pojl  in  his  Houfhold ;  yet  the 
Care  of  inferior  Servants  to  keep  thefe 
rich  Goods  clean ,  and  in  a  regular 
Order ,  is  very  neceffary. 

1  have  heard  the  Author  hay,  that 
he  is  bound  in  Confcience  to  remove 
< from ,  or  fweep  off"  other  Places  of 
Scripture  the  Cobwebs  and  Vermin 

Mm 

Commentators  have  covered  them  with : 
that  Zeal  is  not  df commendable,  if  it 
be  attended  with  Difcretion  but  if 
you  apprehend  any  Danger y  1  make 
bold  to  recommend  you  to  the  Pules 
of  the  Divine  Hippocrates,  Prin- 
cipiis  Obfta. 

There  are  here ,  I  own ,  a  few 
bold  CrtUcifms ,  but  learned  Men  are 
allowed  to  differ  in  their  Opinions 


( v ) 

upon  Particulars ,  fo  long  as  they  pre- 
ferve  the  Fundamentals. 

I  am  fare,  you'll  he  pleafed  to  do 
the  Author  Jujlice 5  that  he  does ,  in 
no  manner ,  attack  the  39  Articles 
of  the  Church ,  and  who  can 
more  ? 

/  fpeak  without  the  leaf  Partia¬ 
lity ,  for  we  Bookfellers ,  as  good  Chri- 
fiiansj  make  a  folemn  Vow ,  to  keep 
the  Ballance  even  among  ft  Authorsy 
and  to  hear  both  Sides ;  the  oftner 
the  better.  We  delight  juftly  in 
Contr adiBions y  as  the  true  Tefi  of 
Truth y  never  allowing  Amen  to  be 
{aid  but  in  Churches. 

Upon  that  Account,  if  any  Perfon 
be  willing  to  anfwer  this  Differtation , 
/  {hall  always  be  ready ,  from  the 
bottom  of  my  Heart,  to  ferve  him  in 

his 


(  vi  ) 

f3is  turn  to  the  utmojl  of  my  Power. 
I  am  with  due  Refpecf 


Reverend  Sir, 


Tour  mojl  humble  Servant 3 


bibliopola. 


T  H  E 


( * ) 

 . 
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CHRIST 

VINDICATED,  &c. 
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CHAP.  I. 

I’he  ci  ?t cl  Method  of  the 

Difcourfe. 

THE  Subjed  of  this  Differtation  is 
the  ftrange  and  unaccountable  Acci¬ 
dent  of  J  A  CO  B,  who,  in  the 
Dark  of  the  Night,  in  a  By-place,  Deflitute 
of  Help  and  Aflhtance,  was,  without  the  leaf 
Provocation ,  and  unexpectedly.  Jet  upon  and 
wounded  by  a  Perfon  unknown,  as  ’tis  related 
at  large  in  GeneJ.  xxxii.  according  to  the  com¬ 
mon  Tranilation. 

B 


Ver.  24, 


Ver.  24.  And  Jacob  was  left  alone  :  and 
there  wrefled  ^  Man  with  him ,  until  the 
breaking  of  the  Day. 

25.  And  when  he  faw ,  that  he  prevailed 
not  againft  him ,  he  touched  the  Hollow  of  his 
Thigh  :  a?id  the  Hollow  of  J  a  c  o  b's  Thigh 
was  out  of  Joint,  as  he  wref  led  with  him. 

26.  And  he  faid ,  let  me  go,  for  the  Day 
breaketh  :  and  he  faid,  I  will  not  let  thee  go, 
except  thou  blefs  me. 

27.  And  he  faid  unto  him ,  what  is  thy  Name ? 
and  he  faid,  Jacob. 

28.  And  he  faid ,  thy  Name  fall  be  called  no 
more  |acob,  but  Israel  :  for  as  a  Prince, 
thou  haft  Power  with  God,  and  with  Men,  and 

haf  prevailed. 

29.  And  Jacob  asked  him,  and  faid,  tell 
me,  I  pray  thee ,  thy  Name  :  and  he  faid , 
Wherefore  is  it,  that  thou  dof  ask  after  my 
Name  f  a?id  he  blefjed  him  there. 

30.  And  Jacob  called  the  Name  of  the 
Place  Peniel:  for  I  have  feen  God  Face  to 
Face,  and  my  Life  is  preferved. 

3 1.  And  as  he  pa  fed  over  Peniel,  the 
Sun  rofe  upon  him,  and  he  halted  upon  his 

Thigh. 

32.  Therefore  the  Children  of  Ifrael  eat  not 
of  the  Sinew  which  fhrank,  which  is  upon  the 
Hollow  of  the  Thigh,  unto  this  Day :  becaufe 
he  touched  the  Hollow  of  J  a  c  0  b's  Thigh ,  in 
the  Sinew  that  fhrank. 


That 


(  3  ) 

That  Hiftory,  well  examined,  is  certainly 
attended  with  Circumftances  uncommon, 
and  very  furprifing,  and,  on  the  other  Side, 
the  Opinions  of  Divines  are  fo  odd,  and  An¬ 
gular,  and  fo  contradidory  to  one  another, 
and  fometimes  to  themfelves,  that  the  Diffi¬ 
culties  are  rather  increafed,  than  removed  by 
their  Commentaries. 

I  confefs,  that  it  feems,  at  firft  View,  to 
be  a  Cafe  of  very  little  or  no  Importance,  to 
know  what  fort  of  Wrejiling  this  was,  and 
who  were  the  Combatants ;  but  Alice  Inter¬ 
preters  have  attempted  to  build  upon  that 
fandy  Foundation  certain  Notions,  which  are 
very  difhonourable  to  the  Nature  of  an  In¬ 
finite  Being,  I  think  ’tis  the  Duty  of  every 
one,  who  has  any  Love  or  Reipedt  for  his 
Maker,  to  oppofe  fuch  a  fcandalous Prac¬ 
tice,  to  the  utmoft  of  his  Capacity. 

I  hope  then  that  no  body  can  find  it  amifs, 
if  I  venture  to  give  an  Explanation  of  fuch 
an  extraordinary  Adventure,  more  eafy,  and 
rational,  and  better  grounded  than  any  that 
has  yet  been  offered. 

The  Method  I  follow  is  this. 

1.  To  fet  down,  in  their  full  Strength,  the 
feveral  Interpretations  that  I  have  heard  of, 
and  to  fliew  their  Nullity. 

2.  I  deliver  my  Conjectures,  and  the  Rea- 
fons  they  are  grounded  upon. 

3.  And,  laftly,  Ill  anfwer  all  the  Objec¬ 
tions  that  can  be  made  againft  me. 

B  2 
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X  have,  in  this  Undertaking,  nothing  in 
View  but  the  Difcovery  of  Truth,  and 
the  Honour  of  God;  upon  that  Ac¬ 
count,  I  defire  full  Liberty  of  Speech,  a  Calm , 
Impartial \  and  Judicious  Reader,  and  N  o 
Favour. 


CHAP.  XL 

! That  Jacobs  hV refiling  was  neither 
a  D  rea  m,  nor  a  V  ision,  nor  the 
Fit  of  the  Incubu  §. 

THE  firft  Conjecture  is,  that  the  whole 
Bufinefs  was  nothing  elfe,  but  a  natu¬ 
ral  Dream ,  in  which  Jacob  thinking  hi  ru¬ 
le  If  aflfaulted,  did  ftand  upon  his  Defence^ 
and,  with  great  Pains  and  Labour,  did  obtain 
an  entire  Victory,  according  to  his  Fancy  and 
Imagination. 

It  is  certain,  that  when  we  are  afieep,  fe- 
veral  different  ObjeCts  do,  many  times,  pre- 
fent  themfelves  to  our  Confideration  fo  regu¬ 
larly  combined,  that  they  have  an  Air  of 
Truth  and  Reality;  they  are  commonly  but 
a  Rehearfal  of  the  TranfaCtions  or  Thoughts 
of  the  former  Day  :  fo  that  there's  no  Ab~ 
furdity  to  fay,  that  Jacob  having,  when 
he  was  awake,  made  ferious  Reflections  upon 

his 


(  5  ) 

Ins  melancholy  Circumftances,  and  the  immi¬ 
nent  Danger  he  was  in  from  his  Enemy,  and 
his  Incapacity  of  defending  himfelf  againft 
his  Brother,  and  his  four  hundred  Men « 
Thefe  Confiderations,  I  fay,  being  very  heavy 

upon  his  Heart,  might  give  occafion  to  the 
Dream. 

2.  Others  are  of  Opinion,  that  the  Wreft- 
Img  was  indeed  a  Dream ,  but  a  miraculous 
one,  of  the  fame  Nature  as  the  Vifion  of 
Bethel,  where  Jacob  is  reported  to  have 
feen  a  Ladder ,  and  the  Angels  c/God  af- 
cending  and  defending  on  it,  though,  in 
reality,  thefe  fpiritual  Beings  have  need  in 
their  Journeys  neither  of  Ladder ,  nor  Wings. 
In  fhort,  they  fay  that  God  Almighty  being 
gi acioufly  pleafed  to  encourage  the  Patri. 
arch  in  his  Adverfity,  and  to  give  him 
palpable  Affurances  of  his  Proteftion,  did, 
by  a  divine  Impieffion  upon  the  Cerebrum, 
caule  in  him  Juper naturally  the  very  fame 
Seniation,  as  if  he  had  been  a&ually  in  a  real 
Engagement. 

3.  Some  pretend  that  Jacob  might,  in 
his  deep,  be  troubled  with  a  Fit  of  the  I  n- 
c  u  b  u  s,  a  nervous  Di  (temper  known  by  the 
Name  of  N  1  g  h  t-Mare  :  And  as  thofe 
who  have  that  Indifpofition  are  afflidted,  for 
a  time,  with  a  great  Oppreffion,  and  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  Difficulty  of  Breathing,  do  ge¬ 
nerally  believe  themfelves  to  be  attacked  by 
f  uaonftrous  and  frightful  Adverfary,  and  to 

be 
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be  feized  by  the  Throat,  and  even  fqueezed 
to  Death ;  Yo  poffibly  Jacob  thought  a 
flrong  and  lufty  Giant  had  taken  hold  of 
him,  and  was  attempting  to  give  him  the 
Cornish  Hugo,  which  obliged  the 
Patriarch,  in  his  Imagination,  to  drug¬ 
gie  and  to  make  all  his  Efforts  for  difingaging 
his  Body  from  his  chimerical  Adverfary.  This 
is  fo  natural  and  fo  common,  that  I  make 
no  doubt  but  many  of  my  Readers  have  ex¬ 
perienced  upon  themfelves  the  Weight  of 
that  troublefome  Bed-Companion. 

Now  thefe  three  Interpretations  being  con- 
fidered,  I  declare  I  would  not  fpeak  one  An¬ 
gle  World  againft  them,  could  they  be  recon¬ 
ciled  with  all  the  Circumftances  of  the  Hif- 
tory.  Some  People,  I  own,  may,  upon  thofe 
Occafions,  be  frighted,  and  even  to  Death  ; 
but  who  has  ever  heard,  that  any  Perfons 
were  hurt  in  their  Limbs,  Barely  by  their 
Dreams?  Whereas  Jacob  was  actually  fo 
much  bruifed  in  his  Thigh,  that  he  could 
not  walk  ftraight,  and  without  limping  : 
And  he  halted  upon  his  Thigh. 

Mr.  John  Calvin ,  who  was  an  acute  Lo¬ 
gician,  feems  to  have  been  fenfible  of  that 
Difficulty,  and  to  have  made  his  Endeavours 
to  folve  it:  Although’  this  was  a  Vifion  by 
Night ,  fays  he,  yet  the  Lord  was  willing  that 
Mark  Jhould  remain  upon  him  for  ever ,  to  few 
thereby  that  it  is  not  a  Dream  infignificant. 
This  teaches  usi  that  if  we  are  victorious  of 
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our  temptations,  we  mufi  expeSi  to  receive 
feme  Damage ;  for  if  we  remained  whole  and 
entire,  and  were  neither  wounded  nor  bruifed, 
nor  difabled  in  the  Fight,  our  Flefh  would 
grow  proud,  not  remembring  that  we  have 
overcome  by  the  help  of  God.  But,  with 
fubmiffion  to  the  Judgment  of  that  great 
Man,  the  Queftion  is  not,  what  is  the  End 
and  Delign  of  Providence  in  bringing  Trou¬ 
ble  and  Affliction  upon  us ;  but  whether  it 
appears  by  Scripture,  that  any  Dream  or 
Vijion  has  ever  been  attended  with  any  Bruife 
or  outward  Wound,  which,  I  think,  the 
Author  thou  Id  have  proved  by  fome  Pi¬ 
ttances,  without  fpending  himfelf  into  an 
unintelligible  Declamation.  Reafen,  adds 
Mr.  Calvin,  tends  to  make  Jacob  know 
that  God  has  taught  him  by  a  Villon  in 
the  Night.  In  anfwer  to  this  I  fay,  on  the 
contrary,  Reason  tends  to  prove,  that 
fince  Jacob  was  wounded  and  difabled, 
this  Wi y eft  ling  was  neither  a  Dream  nor  a 
Vijion ,  but  a  true  and  real  Engagement, 


CHAP. 


% 
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CHAP.  III. 

That  Jacobs  W r  eft  ling  is  not  Al¬ 
legorical. 

HP  HIS  particular  Point  of  Hiftdry  has 
I  not  efcaped  the  Care  of  the  Alle- 
gorists,  a  fort  of  Philofophers,  who 
have  the  Skill  and  Privilege  of  drawing 
Quodlibet  ex  Quolibet. 

They  pretend,  that  by  Wreftling  is  to  be 
underftood  Myftically  the  fervent  Prayer  of 
the  Patriarch,  who  by  the  force  of 
Faith ,  and  by  repeated  Supplications  and  Im¬ 
portunities,  was  ftriving  to  befiege  God 
Almighty,  to  take  hold  of  him,  as  the 
Church  does  of  her  Spoufe ,  Cant.  iii.  4.  and 
to  wring  the  Bleffing  out  of  his  Hand :  I  will 
not  let  thee  go ,  except  thou  blefs  me. 

During  that  fpiritual  Conflict,  Jacob 
was  left  alone  >  and  why  ?  No  doubt  *  fay 
they,  that  he  might  more  freely,  and  vehe¬ 
mently  pour  out  his  Soul  unto  God.  So  the 
Church  gets  her  into  the  Clefts  of  the  Rocks , 
Cant.  ii.  14.  -  Isaac  into  the  Fields ,  Da¬ 
niel  to  the  River-fde, ,  Christ  into  the 
Mount ,  Peter  up  to  the  Fop  of  the  Houfe> 

*  Cl  avis  to  the  Bible ,  or  a  new  Comment  upon  the  Pen¬ 
tateuch,  by  John  Trapp. 


that 
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that  they  might  folace  themfelves  with  God 
in  Jecret. 

At  loft  Jacob  being  modeftly  Impudent 
and  Invincible,  does  prevail  over  God  in  his 
Demands ;  and  he  faid,  thy  Name  {hall  be 
called  no  more  Jacob,  but  Israel;  as 
if  God  Jhould  fay ,  thou  art  fitch  a  Fellow, 
that  I  have  never  met  withal  5  Titles  of  Ho¬ 
nour  are  not  worthy  of  thee  •,  Kneel  down, 
Jacob,  Rife  up  Isr a e l  :  "Thou  art  a  Con¬ 
queror,  if  ever  there  were  any . 

If  you  afk  thefe  new  Gnosticks, 
what  is  the  meaning  of  Jacob's  Thigh 
being  wounded?  They  anfwer,  in  good  ear¬ 
ned:,  and  without  fmiling,  that,  according 
to  Philo  IT  fi  HQXcoV)  it  hgnifies  (rv^oxijv  ciyjG'iag, 
that  is,  the  Dejedtion  of  the  Soul,  and  the 
Trouble  of  Mind  Jacob  was  in,  by  the 
violent  Efforts  he  made  in  his  Addreffes  to¬ 
wards  God.  Thus  our  Saviour  prayed  him- 
felf  into  an  Agony ,  fays  Mr.  Trapp ,  Nehe- 
m  1  a  h  prayed  himfelf  pale,  and  into  a  fad 
Countenance ,  Chap.  ii.  6.  Daniel  prayed 
himfelf  fck ,  Chap.  viii.  27.  Hannah 
prayed ,  ftriving  with  fuch  an  unufual  Motion 
of  her  Lips ,  that  old  Eli  looking  upon  her , 
thought  her  drunk,  1  Sam.  i.  Elijah 
puts  his  Head  between  his  Legs ,  as  {training 
every  String  of  his  Heart  in  Prayer . 

As  for  Jacob,  add  fome  others,  “  No 
c<  doubt  fear  came  upon  him  in  that  aw- 
fol  Approach  to  the  fupreme  Being  ;  his 

C  «  Heart 
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“  Heart  was  contrite  and  bleeding  to  the 
“  Lord,  the  Hair  of  his  Flefh  flood  up, 
“  the  fudden  Reflux  of  the  animal  Spirits 
“  towards  their  original  Spring,  wherein 
“  they  confined  themfelves  to  take  care  of 
“  the  main  Chance,  caufed  all  his  Sinews 
“  to  Jbrink  :  In  fhort,  his  trembling  probably 
“  was  fuch,  that  it  Jhook,  as  it  were,  the 
“  very  Bones  out  of  their  joints.  So  great  is 
“  the  Energy  of  Prayer.”  Oh,  the  great 
Depth  of  Mystical  Learning  ! 

After  all,  ’tis  eafy  to  fee,  that  thefe  nice 
and  witty  Thoughts  are  nothing  elfe  but  the 
fruitful  Wantonnefs  of  the  Fancy,  and  that 
they  have  no  folid  Foundation;  for  if,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Allegorists,  by  Wrefi- 
ling  we  mult  underftand  Prayer,  it 
lhall  follow,  that  God  himfelf  prayed  alfo 
unto  Jacob,  and  even  was  the  fir  ft  who 
began  to  pray ;  for  it  is  not  faid,  that  Jacob 
wr eft led  with  a  Man ,  but  there  wrejlled  a 
Man  with  Jacob,  until  the  breaking  of 
the  Day. 

2.  The  Patriar  c  h,  fay  they,  did 
pray  with  great  Vehemence  ana  for  a  whole 
Night :  ’tis  more  than  can  be  proved  by 
the  Letter  of  the  Scripture  :  But  let  it  be  fo, 
and  what  then?  Had  Jacob  immediately 
after  this  long  and  painful  Exercife,  been  af¬ 
flicted  with  a  fwelled  Tongue,  a  dry  Throat, 
a  Hoarfenefs,  a  Difficulty  of  Breathing,  a 
Palpitation  of  the  Heart,  an  Inflammation 

3  of 
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oi  the  Larynx,  or  of  the  Lungs,  or  with 
anyfuch  Diftempers  ?  Then,  in  that  Cafe 
one  might  believe  thefc  bad  Symptoms  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  elevating  his  Voice  beyond  his 
natural  Strength,  and  draining  all  the  Or¬ 
gans  of  Speech  beyond  the  Tonus  of  the 
Laus.  But  what  Affinity  there  can  be  be¬ 
tween  a  wounded  Thigh  and  the  Agitation 
of  the  Mind,  is,  I  muft  confefs,  beyond  mv 
Apprehenfion. 

3.  But  nothing  fhews  the  Vanity  of  thofe 
allegorical  Interpretations  fo  well,  as  the 
Comment  which  is  made  upon  Ver.  26.  And 
he  faid,  let  me  go,  for  the  Day  breaketh  ; 
And  be  faid,  I  will  not  let  thee  go,  except  thou 
blefs  me.  Which  is  pretended  to  be  as 
much  as  this :  Give  over,  Jacob,  to  make 
any  more  Demands ;  lam  not  willing  to  hearken 
unto  thy  Supplications-,  they  Jloall  not  be  grant - 
e^‘r  y°  w^ch  the  Patriarch  is  fup- 
po  e  to  anfwei.  Good  Lord,  Hear  my 
Tray er-,  fuffer  me,  not  to  give  over,  till  thou 
be  Jo  gracious,  as  to  bejlow  a  Ble/ling  upon  thy 
humble  Servant.  So  far  as  this,  fhere’s  no 
Hblurduy.  But  what  is  the  meaning  of  the 
Caufe  affigned  againft  granting  the  Petition, 
]or  toe  Day  breaketh  ?  Is  it  not  our  Duty  to 

P;aI  f  ail  tiines,  both  by  Day  and  by 
Night  l  The  meaning  is,  fays  Mr.  Pool,  I 
am  not  willing  there  (hould  be  any  TVitnelTes 
to  thefe  TranJ'aciions.  Really,  I  beg  the 
Author  Pardon,  if  I  don’t  underhand  him; 

C  2  I  don’t 
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I  don’t  know  what  Witneffes  had  to  do  in 
this  Affair:  Jacob  was  alone  and  retired 
to  a  folitary  Place,  where,  notwithftanding 
the  rifing  of  the  Sun,  he  might  pray  out¬ 
wardly  or  inwardly  in  his  Heart,  with  or 
without  uttering  any  word,  both  ways  being 
acceptable  to  God.  Mr.  Pool  might  as 
well,  I  mean  to  as  little  purpofe,  have  ven¬ 
tured  upon  this  Interpretation :  “  Let  me  go ; 
“  Doft  thou  think,  I  have  no  other  Bu- 
“  finefs  than  to  hear  thee?  I  muft  remove 
«<  farther  into  the  Country,  according  to 
«  the  Courfe  of  the  Sun,  there  I  am  ex- 
«<  peded  to  give  Audience  to  a  Multitude 
“  of  Petitioners,  my  time  is  fhort,  1  can’t 
“  fray  any  longer ;  farewell.” 

Ah !  what  Abyfs  of  Abfurdities  are  not 
Men  in  Danger  of  plunging  themfelves  into, 
when  infteaa  of  being  fatisfied  with  the  Myf- 
teries,  which  God  has  plainly  revealed  in 
the  facred  Writings,  they  coin  fome  of  their 
own,  by  the  Strength  of  their  Imagination, 
and  fo  counterfeit  the  divine  Stamp  ? 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

That  the  Wrefiler  was  neither  an 
Angel  of  God.,  nor  the  Devil. 

ALL  that  I  have  faid  till  now,  tends  to 
prove,  that  Jacob’s  wreflling,  and  the 
Consequences  thereof,  can  never  be  ex¬ 
plained,  but  upon  the  fuppofition  of  a  cor¬ 
poreal  Fight,  in  which  the  Patriarch 
was  wounded,  notwithflanding  that  he  got  the 
Vidory.  Now  the  next  Queftion  is,  to  find 
out  that  quarrelfome  Adverfary,  who  came 
to  challenge  him  in  his  Retirement. 

Josephus,  who  lived  about  eighteen 
hundred  Years  after  the  Fad:,  and  who  con- 
fequendy  knew  very  little  of  the  Matter,  is 
of  Opinion,  that  the  Wrefiler  was 
ayyz A©-,  but  whether  he  means  one  of 
thofe  Spiritual  Beings,  which  we  call  Angels , 
or,  in  general,  a  Mefenger  Sent  by  God 
upon  that  Expedition,  I  leave  it  to  the  Rea¬ 
der  to  judge. 

Let  it  be  how  it  will,  his  Words  are 
theSe ;  Jacob,  Says  he,  being  left  alone  was 
a  faulted  by  a  PhantaSm,  which  he  fought  and 
overcame.  Then  the  Spedrum  faid  to  the 
Patriarch,  Rejoyce ,  Jacob,  at  your 
ViSlory :  you  have  not  had  to  do  with  a  mean 
R erf  on  $  1  am  no  lefs  than  a  divine  Angel : 

‘This 
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This  Succefs  is  a  Prefage  of  much  greater  Ad¬ 
vantages,  and  of  the  Perpetuity  of  your  Race, 
and  that  no  Man  Jhall  ever  be  fiiperiour  to 
you  in  Strength  ;  upon  that  account  afume 
the  Name  ofl  srael,  which ,  fays  Joseph, 
does  fgnify  one ,  who  has  reffled  a  divine 
Angel.  This  was  fpoken ,  adds  the  Hiftorian, 
at  the  Requeft  of  Jacob,  who  defined  to  know 
what  his  Fate  ftould  be . 

This  is  a  mere  Romance  of  Joseph  us’s 
own  making,  if  we  think  fit  to  take  the  Scrip¬ 
ture  for  a  Judge. 

1.  In  Moses’s  account,  there’s  not  one 
Word  of  the  tVrefler  being  a  divine  Angela 
or  of  any  thing  tending  to  it ;  he  is  called 
barely  by  the  Name  of  M  a  n,  There  wrefl- 
led  a  Man  with  him .  If  he  was  an  Angel, 
how  comes  the  holy  Writer  to  conceal  it? 

2.  Where  does  it  appear,  that  Jacob 
took  his  Adverfary  for  aCoNjuRER,  and 
defired  him  to  caf  his  Nativity  ? 

3.  ’Tis  falfe,  that  Israel  does  ftridtly 
fignifv,  One,  who  has  ref  fled  a  divine  Angel. 
This  is  an  unpardonable  Fault  in  a  Jew, 
who  was  well  acquainted  with  the  Ori¬ 
ginal. 

4.  How  comes  Josephus  to  be  better 
acquainted  with  the  IVrefiler ,  than  Jacob 
himlelf,  who,  notwithstanding  his  great  Fa¬ 
miliarity  with  Angels,  took  this  one  for  a 
Stranger,  and  afked  for  his  Name,  Tell  me, 
I  pray  thee,  thy  Name. 


5.  In 


(  ) 

•?’.  ^?rfj  Josephus  feems  to  have 
nothing  dfe  in  View,  but  to  accommodate 
mo  ...  oty  to  the  Humour  and  Cufloms 
,  the .  Heathens,  who,  in  their  Accounts 

arnays  introduced  upon  the  Stage,  a  Genius,’ 

to  tell  the  Hero  of  the  Piece,  the  fu- 
Succeffor”:8’  b°'h  °f  Rdg"'  “d  of  his 


nrf.r  “5”d  m‘nf>  who  is  a  great  admirer 
o«  the  Works  of  Dr.  More,  Glanvill,  Bax¬ 
ter,  and  fuch  other  Books  of  Witchcraft  and 
Apparitions  has  a  very  fingular  Opinion 
TIle  Gentleman  believes,  that  the  fVreftler 
was  an  ill  Spirit,  and  one  of  thofe  who  are 
confined  to  the  lower  Region  of  the  Air, 
and  that  he  had,  upon  this  occafion,  put  on 
a  particular  Vehicle  adapted  to  his  dia- 

^eflg": ’  v!z‘  of  doing  the  Patriarch 
a11  .th®  }nJunes  m  the  World,  only  out  of 
pure  Malice,  and  becaufe  Jesus  Christ  was 
to  proceed  from  his  Family. 

ti3b-t  feems  jo  c°nfirm  his  Sentiment,  is, 
ma  t  opu  Its  very  leldom  or  never  venture  abroad 

'  htPaJ;time,  and  th:ir>  all  probability, 
our  Wrefiler  was  mightily  afraid  of  the 

i  gU!  J  ?r>  IC  may  be,  had  a  Furlough  for  no 

t^ne  than  a  finSle  Night,  Let  me  go 

jor  toe  Day  is  a  coming. 


Sic 
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Sic  Jupiter  Plautinus,  * 

<c  - - —Cur  me  tenes  ? 

«  T empujl :  Exire  ex  urbe ,  priufquam  lu - 
£c  cejcat  *volo. 

<c  Anchises  Virgilianus  iEneid.  5. 

«  Jamque  vale :  torquet  medios  nox  humida 
“  curfus , 

«  fcevus  equis  oriens  affiavit  anhelis. 

£C  Sic  A  c  h  1  l  l  e  s  ad  galli  canturn  abit 
cC  apud  Philojlratum  vita  Apollonii :  quod 
££  &  Eufebio  notatum  contra  Hieroclem: 
<c  Chrysis  apud  Lucianum.  Et  ge- 
<£  nerale  hoc  in  no&urnis  vifis  obfervat  /Eneas 
££  Gazceus  Theophrasto. 

As  this  Hypothecs  is  not  like  to  make 
many  Profelytes,  Ill  make  no  farther  Reflec¬ 
tions,  but  leave  it  to  the  Judgment  of  tho 
Reader. 

*  Vid.  Grot,  in  Genefin . 


CHAP. 
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C  H  A  P.  V. 

That  the  Wre filer  was  not  Jesus 

Christ. 

Ta-!  E  Contrariety  of  thefe  fsveral  Sen¬ 
timents  upon  one  and  the  fame  Sub¬ 
ject,  does  plainly  demonilrate  the  'Weakoels  of 
human  Reafon,  when  it  recedes  from  the  true 
and  literal  meaning  of  Scripture. 

Rut  the  mod:  Jhocking^  Interpretation  is 
that  of  a  great  many  Divines  both  amongft 
the  Pro iest ants,  and  the  Romanists, 
who  flying  to  another  Extreme,  do  boldly,  and 
without  me  leaf!  hefitation,  affirm,  that 
the  Wreftler  was  no  lefs  than  Jesus  Christ 
himfelf,  toe  eternal  Son  of  God,  and  the 
fecond  Perfon  of  the  BlefTed  Trinity. 

There’s  no  doubt,  bur,  under  the  old  Dif- 
penfation,  the  Logos  has  very  often,  and 
in  divers  ways,  manifefted  his  Power  and  his 
Glory  by  feveral  Operations;  but  to  fay,  that 
in  ordei  to  converfe  wuth  Men,  he  was  ever 
made  Fire,  or  did  affbme  any  Aereal  Ve¬ 
hicle*,  or,  laflly,  that  he  has  occajionally  been 
Flesh  before  he  was  made  Flesh  at  the 
time  of  his  Conception  by  the  Holy  Ghoft ; 
that  Affertion  feems  to  be  groundlefs,  raih, 
and  inconfiitenc  with  Scripture  and  found 
Reafon. 


D 


This 
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This  unaccountable  Theology,  which 
makes  a  Drudge  of  the  Logos,  has 
been  originally  broached  in  the  fecond  Cen¬ 
tury  by  Juflin  Martyr ,  the  very  fir  ft  Author, 
who  ever  faid  that  the  Wrejiler  was  Jesus 
Christ;  ’tis  in  his  Dialogue  with  Trypho 
the  Jew. 

But  the  Authority  of  this  Philofopher, 
who,  notwithftanding  his  Converfion,  enter¬ 
tained  ftill  a  great  many  heathenifh  Notions, 
does  not  feem  to  be  of  fo  great  a  Weight,  as 
to  render  this  ftrange  Hypothefis  the  more 
creditable. 

I  don’t  take  notice,  that  Juflin  makes 
openly,  and  by  Arguments  not  much  to  be 
admired,  all  his  Endeavours  to  metamorphofe 
Platonism  into  Christianity, 
for  that  was  a  pious  Fraud  much  in  ufe  in 
thofe  Days. 

But  I  cannot  forbear  obierving,  that  he 
places  the  Logos  at  fuch  a  vaft  Diftance 
from  God  the  Father,  that  he  appears  plain¬ 
ly  either  to  have  forgotten,  or  rather  never 
to  have  known  thoroughly  his  Catechifm 
upon  the  moft  fundamental  Article  of  Reli¬ 
gion,  the  CoNSUBSTANT  IALITY  of 
the  Perfons  of  the  blefled  Trinit y. 

What  this  Writer  affirms  of  the  Immenfiiy 
or  'Ubiquity  of  the  F  a  t  ii  e  r  is  very  found 
and  orthodox ;  but  he  has  a  very  mean  Opi- 
nion  of  the  Son,  whom  he  reprefents  in  a 

literal  Senfe,  as  a  circumfcribed  Deity,  which 

.  »  • 

is 
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is  confined  in  a  narrow  Place,  either  lurking 
in  the  Corner  of  a  Garden,  or  concealed  be¬ 
hind  a  Bufh,  or  familiarly  fitting  at  Table 
with  Abraham;  in  Ihort,  as  a  finite  Be¬ 
ing,  which  is  neceffitated  to  walk  and  move 
from  Place  to  Place,  like  us  poor  Mortals 
when  we  go  about  our  Affairs. 

I  know  fome  charitable  People  have  been 
fogood,  as  tofpeak  in  Vindication  of  that  holy 
Father. 

“  Jufiin,  fays  Monfieur  Unpin,  a  Herts,  that 
££  the  Father  is  invifible,  that  the  Majefty  of 
“  the  Father  is  greater  than  the  Majefty  of 
“  the  Son ;  but,  if  the  Cafe  be  well  examin’d, 
“  St  .Jufiin  does  not  pretend,  that  the  Father 
“  is  of  another  Nature  or  Subfiance  than  the 
“  Son,  but  only,  that  ’tis  the  Son  who  has 
“  made  himfelf  known  to  Men,  or  rather, 
<c  that  the  Father  has  never  made  himfelf 
“  known  but  by  his  Son. 

“  His  Principle  is,  that  the  Father  works 
“  nothing  outwardly  but  by  the  W  o  r  d  his 
“  Son,  who  has  created  the  World,  who 
“  has  appeared  under  divers  Shapes  to  the 
“  Patriarchs  and  Prophets,  and  who  at  laft 
“  was  made  Man. 

“  Upon  that  Foundation  Jufiin  afferts, 
“  that  the  Son  is  vifible  and  the  Father  invi- 
“  fible,  becaufe  the  Father  is  not  vifible  but 
“  by  the  Son ;  but  this  does  not  hinder  them 
“  to  be  of  the  fame  Nature.  We  find  like 
“  Expreffions  in  St.  Athanafius ,  who  can 

D  2  “  never 
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«*  never  be  fufpefted  to  have  had  erroneous 
“  Sentiments  upon  the  Divinity  of  Jesus 
tc  Chris  t.”  [Ergo,  Our  Martyr  muft  have 
been  exa&ly  of  the  fame  Opinion  as  good 
Athanajius ,  and  other  Pof-nicean  Fathers , 
who  lived  fome  hundred  Years  after  him.] 

This  Plea  is  very  ingenioufly  contrived  ; 
but  yet  ’tis  begging  the  Queftion,  a  mere 
Evafion,  and  cannot  at  all  juftify  the  harfh 
Expreffions  of  Juflin ,  who  bluntly  does  op¬ 
pose  the  infinite  Greatnefs  of  one  Being  to  the 
Diminutenefs  of  the  other,  as  appears  by  the 
abovefaid  Dialogue  with  i Trypho . 

Juflin  being  challenged  by  the  Jew  to 
prove,  that  the  Holy  Scripture  does  acknow¬ 
ledge  Another  God  befides  the  Maker 
of  ail  Things  5  Juflin ,  I  fay,  makes  this 
Anfwer,  which  he  repeats  over  and  over  a- 
gain,  fo  much  pleafed  he  was  with  his  Con¬ 
ceit. 

Moses  the  happy  and  faithful  Servant  of 
G  o  d  intimates ,  that  a  God  appeared  to 
Abraham  at  the  Oak  of  Mamre,  together  with 
two  Angels,  being  fent  to  the  Judgment  of 
Sodom  ^Another,  who  perpetually  abi - 
deth  in  the  heavenly  Places ,  and  never  appeared , 
nor  difcourjed  with  any  one ,  and  whom  we  con¬ 
ceive  to  be  the  Maker  and  Father  of  all 
Things . 

I  fall  endeavour  to  perfuade  you ,  that  the 
God,  who  is  [aid,  and  recorded  to  have  ap¬ 
peared  unto  Abraham,  Jacob  and  Mofes,  is 

2  Another 
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Another  in  Number ,  than  the  God  who  made 
all  Things ;  —  he  is  alfo  na?ned  a  Meffenger  and 
a  Lord,  that  you  may  from  thence  know ,  that 
he  was  Servant  to  the  Father  of  all  Things. 

It  is  not  God  the  Maker  of  all  Things , 
that  faid  to  Mofes,  that  he  was  the  God  of 
Abraham,  Ifaac  and  Jacob,  but  he ,  whom  we 
demonjlrated  to  have  appeared  unto  Abraham, 
and  ^  Jacob,  waiting  upon  the  Pleafure  of 
the  Maker  of  all  Things ,  and  who ,  at  the  Judg¬ 
ment  of  Sodom,  did  in  like  manner  attend  up¬ 
on  his  Will 5  fo  that  though  it  were ,  as  you 
fay ,  that  they  were  two ,  even  an  Angel,  and 
God,  yet  none  whofoever,  tho  of  mean  Un¬ 
derfunding  will  dare  fay ,  that  the  Maker  and 
Father  of  the  Univerfe  having  left  all  Things , 
that  are  above  the  Heaven ,  did  appear  in  a 
fmall  Parcel  of  the  Earth . 

When  my  G  o  d  fays ,  God  went  up  from 
Abraham,  or  the  Lord  fpoke  unto  Mofes,  or 
the  Lord  came  down  to  fee  the  Tower  which 
the  Sons  of  Men  builded ,  or  God  fhut  up  the 
Ark  of  Noah  from  without ,  do  not  imagine , 
that  the  very  unbegotten  God  himfelf  did  de¬ 
fend from  or  afcend  to  any  Place ;  for  the  unfpeak- 
able  Father,  and  Lord  of  all  Things,  does  nei¬ 
ther  come  into  any  Place ,  nor  walk ,  nor  feep ,  nor 
rife  up,  but  abides  in  his  Place ,  -wherefoever  it 
is,  (harpiy  feeing ,  and  fharply  hearing ,  not  with 
Eyes ,  cr  E^n,  but  with  an  unfpeakable  Fa¬ 
culty,  he  does  both  look  over ,  few  all 

Things  y  and  none  of  us  lies  hid  from  him ,  neither 
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h  he  moved ,  who  cannot  be  contained  in  a  Place* 
720  not  i7i  the  whole  World  \  who  was  before  the 
World  had  a  being:  how  then  fhould  he  either 
fpeak  or  appear  to  any  one ,  or  prefent  him] elf  in 
a  little  Parcel  of  the  Earth  ? 

therefore  neither  Abraham,  nor  Ifaac,  nor 
any  other  Men  Jaw  the  'Father,  and  inexpref- 
fible  Lord  oj  all  ^Things  entirely ,  and  of 
Christ  htmfelf  but  o?ily  him ,  who  is  by 
his  Will  a  God,  being  his  Son  arid  a  Mef- 
fenger ,  tn  that  he  waits  upon  his  Pleafure  \ 
whom  he  would  have  to  be  born  a  Man  by  the 
Virgin ,  who  was  alfo  fometimes  made  Fire 
in  his  Conference  with  Mofes  out  of  the  Bufh: 
otherwife ,  if  we  do  not  thus  under (land  the 
Scriptures,  it  will  happen  that  the  Father,  and 
Lord  of  the  Univerfe  was  not  then  in  Heaven, 
when  it  was  faid  by  Moses,  the  Lord 
rained  upon  Sodom  Fire  and  Brimftone 
from  the  Lord  out  of  Heaven. 
r  IP  hen  Pis  Jaidy  the  Lord  rained  down  Fire 
from  the  Lord  out  of  Heaven,  the  prophetick 
Word  intimates  two  in  Number ,  the  One  be¬ 
ing  on  the  Earth ,  whom  he  affirms  to  have  de¬ 
fended  to  fee  the  Cry  of  Sodom,  the  Other 
abiding  in  Heaven^  who  is  Lord  even  of  the 
Lord  upon  the  Earth ,  as  being  the  Father, 
and  God  and  Author  to  him  both  of  his  Ex - 
ijtencey  and  of  his  being  powerful ,  and  Lord, 
and  God.  So  far  St.  Juft  in. 

This  is  fufficient  to  make  the  Readers 
fenfible  what  Opinion  our  Martyr  had  of 

Jesus 
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Jesus  Christ,  whom  he  makes  no 
icruple  Ore  Rotund  o,  to  call  Ano¬ 
ther  God,  than  the  Maker  of  all 
Things.  A  very  proper  Man  indeed  to  con¬ 
vert  a  Jew  to  the  Chriftian  Religion,  or  to 
defend  the  Unity  of  God  againft  thofe  who 
were  for  Polytheifm  !  Oh,  ftrange !  that  this 
Father  fhould  fpeak  fo  negligently  of  the 
fecond  Perfon  of  the  Holy  Frinity ,  without 
any  Guard ,  Salvo,  or  Modification ,  even  when 
he  was  furrounded  by  a  vaft  Number  of 
Idolaters.  Our  prefent  Divines  do  certainly 
take  a  better  Method,  for  though  they  can 
never,  in  the  leaft,  be  fufpe&ed  to  admit 
more  than  One  God ,  yet  to  prevent  the 
Cavil  of  Hereticks  and  Unbelievers,  they 
never  fpeak  of  the  facred  Perfons  of  the 
T rinity,  but  immediately  they  proclaim  ’em 
as  loud  as  they  can  to  be  but  One  God ; 
Trinity  in  Unity,  Unity  in  Trinity. 

I  beg  pardon  for  this  long  Digreffion,  but 
it  was,  in  a  manner,  neceffary  to  (hew,  up¬ 
on  what  fort  of  a  Syftem,  the  Opinion  of 
our  Divines  relating  to  J  a  c  o  b’s  Hiftory  is 
engrafted. 

The  whole  comes  to  this ;  Justin  is 
in  the  wrong  to  affert  the  Logos  to  be  an 
inferiour  God ,  or  Another  God ,  than  the  Ma¬ 
ker  of  all  Things  ;  but,  upon  that  falfe  Sup- 
pofition,  he  argues  confequently,  inputting 
him  only  upon  fuch  Expeditions,  that  are 
anfwerable  to  his  pretended  Quality  j  but 
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when  Orthodoxes,  who  have  the  Hap- 
pinefs  to  acknowledge  the  Consubstan- 
tiality  of  the  three  Perfons,  do  make  a 
Wrejller  of  the  Logos,  I  cannot  forbear 
thinking  that  they  don’t  argue  Logically ,  and 
that  they  draw  falfe,  abfurd  and  incongruous 
Conclufions  from  their  Premifes. 

Now  I  return  to  my  Subjeft.  I  fhould  be 
glad  to  have  a  clear,  pofitive,  full  and  cate¬ 
gorical  Anfwer  to  thefe  following  Quef- 
tions. 

i.  Was  the  Wrejlling  in  queftion  a  true 
and  real  Engagement,  in  which  the  two 
Combatants  were  in  earned;  on  both  Sides, 
and  exerted  their  Strength  to  the  utmoft  ? 
Was  the  Wrejller ,  who  is  pretended  to  have 
been  Jesus  Christ,  overcome  or  not  ? 

If  it  be  anfwered  in  the  Affirmative,  how 
can  it  be  fuppofed  that  Jacob  fhould  ever 
prove  ftronger  than  an  Angel,  or  J  e  s  u  s 
Christ  ? 

The  general  Opinion  is,  that  the  Wrejller 
was  not  overcome  through  Impotency,  but 
that  he  defignedly  fuffered  himfelf  to  be 
conquered :  For  inftance,  Is  not  a  good-hu¬ 
moured  Man  willing  to  play  with  a  Child  of 
two  or  three  Years  old,  and  to  permit  the 
weak  Infant  to  fnatch  feemingly  by  force  an 
Apple  out  of  his  Hand,  which  he  does  ffiut 
but  faintly?  God,  fays  Mr.  John  Calvin , 
ajjaults  us  with  his  Left -hand ,  and  doesproteB 
us  with  his  Right,  This  is  the  Cafe  of  the 


(  25  ) 

But  is  not  this  altogether  overthrowing  the 
literal  Account,  the  Scripture  gives  us  of 
that  Hiftory  ?  What  Judgment  muft  vve  make 
of  all  the  fine  Compliments  paid  to  Jacob 
upon  this  Occafion ;  for  «j«Prince  hall 
thou  Power  with  Elohim,  and  with  Men 
and  hajl  prevailed ?  s 

2.  The  fecond  Queflion  is  C u  i  bono? 
for  what  end  fhould  the  Son  pf  God  have 
been  concern’d  in  this  Expedition ?  for  God 
in  all  his  Operations  has  nothing  in  view,  but 
what  is  worthy  of  his  Divine  Majeity  5  for 
inftance,  the  wonderful  Myftery  of  the  I  n- 
carnation  is  of  fuch  a  high  Nature 
that  the  very  Angels  defire  to  look  into  it! 
Thereby  is  demonflrated  the  tranlcendent 
Goodnefs  of  the  fupreme  Being,  in  giving  his 
only  Son  to  make  Atonement  for  our  Sins, 
and  to  deliver  us  from  eternal  Puniihment : 
Such  a  Condefcention  is  the  Surprize  of  Hea¬ 
ven  and  Eaith,  and  a  continual  Inducement 
to  Charity,  to  Humility,  to  Gratitude,  and 
to  the  praifing  and  glorifying  the  holy  Name 
of  God. 

But  what  was  this  Wrefhng  good  for,  but 
only  to  have  an  Opportunity  to  Nick-name 
Jacob,  to  put  a  Feather  in  his  Cap,  and 
make  him  appear  great  and  victorious  ? 

This  Queftion  gives  a  great  deal  of  Trou¬ 
ble  to  the  Divines ,  who  can’t  agree  in  their 
Anfwers.  Dr.  Lightfoot’s  Thought 
upon  this  Subjedt  is  certainly  an  Original ;  for 

E  ~  he 
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he  makes  of  Jesus  Christ  a  fort  of  a 
Bailiff,  who  comes  to  take  the  Body  of 
Jacob  in  Execution ,  for  neglefting  to  pay 
the  Tithes  to  his  Father .  I’m  afraid  the 
Gentleman  had  not  Juftice  done  him  by  his 
Congregation,  Hinc  Lacrymje.  The 
Angel  of  the  Covenant ,  fays  he,  Christ 
meets  Jacob  hy  the  way ,  wreftles  with  him , 
and feeks  to  kill  him :  And  why  pray  ?  Becaufe, 
adds  Dr.  Lightfoot,  he  fendeth  his  Bro¬ 
ther  Esau  above  a  thoufand  Cattle  of  all 
Sorts ,  of  which  he  had  vowed  the  Tithes  to  the 
Lord,  and  before  he  paid  them. 

When  the  Author’s  Hand  was  in,  I  won¬ 
der  he  did  not  pretend  that  Jacob  had  fair 
Warning,  and  had  been  fufficiently  dunn’d 
by  whole  Armies  of  Angels,  which  he 
met  at  Mahan  aim:  This  had  been  as 
true  as  the  other ;  for  upon  what  Authority 
is  Jacob  accufed  not  to  have  perform’d  his 
Vow  ?  ’Tis  not,  I  own,  recorded  in  Scrip¬ 
ture,  but  he  may  have  done  it,  from  Time  to 
Time,  in  offering  Sacrifices  to  the  Lord,  or 
in  bellowing  the  Cattle,  or  the  Value  of  them 
upon  the  Poor  and  Indigents. 

Others  have  a  very  different  Opinion  ;  they 
pretend  that  Christ  permitted  himfelf  to 
be  Mastered,  to  encourage  [  a  c  o  b’s 
Faith  and  Hope ,  againft  the  approaching  Dan¬ 
ger  from  his  Enemies  :  But  on  the  contrary, 
I  afk,  (liould  not  rather  this  Vidlory  have  cre¬ 
ated  in  the  Patriarch,  Pride ?  Sawci - 
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nefs ,  and  Impudence ,  made  him  believe  he  was 
no  Man,  that  the  Empire  of  the  whole 
Univerfe  was  devolved  to  his  Perfon  by  Con- 
quejiy  and  that  the  Angels  waited  upon 
him  as  his  Leve>  and  Couche ,  out  of  Duty,  as 
being  their  Sovereign? 

I  wonder  People  be  not  afhamed  to  bring 
down  the  Son  of  G  o  d  from  the  Bofom  of 
his  Father ,  from  his  celeffial  Court  of  A  n- 
gels  and  Archangels,  who  are  con¬ 
tinually  finging  his  Praifes ;  and  what  for  ? 
for  nothing  elfe  but  to  put  on  a  Mafquerade 
Habit ,  and  to  play,  Al  Fresco,  the  con¬ 
temptible  part  of  a  Prize-Fighter ,  and  even 
to  come  off  the  Stage  with  Dilgrace. 

The  Honour  of  the  Day  is  all  referved 
for  Jacob;  ?tis  true,  that  he  was  wounded, 
but  (fays  Lightfoot,  in  Contradiction 
to  his  own  Hypothefis)  cc  the  Lameness 
€C  of  Jacob  was  not  reputed  to  him  for  a 
“  Maim,  but  like  the  Honourable 
£c  Scars  of  a  Valiant  Captain,  for  a  Jpe~ 
u  cial  Dignity ;  for  at  B  e  t  h  e  h  he  exer- 
C£  cifeth  the  Part  and  Office  of  a  Priest, 
u  which  if  his  Halting  had  been  reputed 
for  a  M  a  i  m,  he  had  been  difabled  to  do’; 
€C  and  his  Pofterity  in  all  fucceeding  Ages, 
referve  the  Honourable  Memory  of 
this  Lameness, 
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CHAP.  VI. 

Tending  to  prove >  that  the  Wreftler 
was  E  fail’s  Emissary. 

I  Am  now  come  to  the  laft  Opinion,  which 
I  defend,  viz.  that  our  Wrejiler  was  a  true 
Man ,  not  different  from  others,  but  only  in 
accidental  Circumftances,  as  the  Look,  the 
Shape,  the  Btgnefs,  and  Strength  of  the 
Body. 

That  he  was  barely  a  human  Perfon,  ap¬ 
pears  by  the  following  Reafons. 

i.  He  is  poiitively  called  a  Man  by  the 
facred  Writer;  And  there  wr eft  led  j  Man 
with  him  untill  the  breaking  of  the  Day,  Gen, 
xxxii.  24. 

The  Hebrew  Word  V'X  is  commonly  ta¬ 
ken  for  a  M  a  n. 

She  l hall  be  called  Woman,  becaufe floe  was 
taken  out  of  Man,  Gen.  ii.  23. 

1  have  flam  a  1V1  a  n  to  my  wounding,  Gen. 
iv.  23. 

I  have  two  Daughters ,  which  have  not  known 
Man,  Gen.  xix.  8. 

They  prefed fire  upon  the  M  a  n,  even  Lot 
Gen.  xix.  9. 

And.  the  Damfel  was  very  fair  to  look  upon, 
a  Vngin,  neither  had  any  j\7l  an  known  her , 
QQil,  xxiv.  16.  ~  -  If 
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If  any  Ox  gore  a  M  a  n,  or  a  Woman,  that 
they  dte,  Exod.  xxi.  28. 

Tks  Mofes  the  Man,  that  brought  us  up 
out  of  ce  Land  of  Egypt,  Exod.  xxxii.  1; 

By  the  Man  whofe  thefe  are ,  I  am  with 
Lhildy  Gen.  xxxvin.  25. 


.  f™1  .Iefe  to  any  impartial  Reader  to 
judge,  if  it  be  not  very  raffi  and  prefumptu- 
ous,  when  the  facred  Writings  do  fay  a 
Man,  that  Commentators  fhould  take  the 
Licence  to  give  the  L  i  E  to  the  Scripture, 
and  to  pronounce  Boldiy  No  Man,  but 
Gob  Almighty,  as  if  they  knew  the 
Particukrs  of  that  Hiftory  better,  than  the 
holy  Spirit.  I  think,  ’tis  our  Duty  to  adhere 
with  a  profound  Submiffion,  to  the  Letter  of 
the  Words,  when  there’s  no  Abfurdity  in  the 
benfe,  which  is  commonly  affixed  to  them. 

2.  The  Wrejller,  after  the  manner  of  M  a  n 
was  overcome  in  a  Regular  Fight,  which  is 
very  carefully  placed  to  the  Honour  and  Glo¬ 
ry  of  the  Patriarch. 


3*  was  even  made  a  P rifner  by  Jacob 
who  feized  him,  and  would  not  let  him  go 
but  upon  certain  Conditions,  which  he  con- 
cewed  to  be  equivalent  to  a  fort  of  a  Ransom. 

I  will  not  let  thee  go,  till  thou  blefs  me,  Gen. 
XXXII.  26,  J 


4.  The 
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4.  The  Wreftler  wept,  and  made  Suppli¬ 
cation  unto  Jacob,  as  a  Man  in  Mifery 
and  Affliction.  But  this  fhall  be  examined 
again  hereafter,  when  I  come  to  the  Prophet 
Hose  a. 

5.  Some  Interpreters  have  conjectur'd,  that 
the  Wreftler  was  Esau's  Guardian  Angel. 
This  Opinion,  with  a  fmall  Amendment,  or 
Explanation  may  pafs ;  for  >tis  very  likely, 
the  Fellow  was  one  of  his  Attendants,  advan¬ 
ced  Guard,  and  Forlorn  Hope ,  who  thinking 
to  pleafe  his  Matter,  came  officioufly,  and 
out  of  Spite  and  Malice  to  furprife  Jacob, 
and  to  humble  him  ;  or  rather  this  Cham¬ 
pion  was  fent  direCtly  by  Esau  upon  that 
Expedition,  and  is,  for  that  very  Reafon,  cal¬ 
led,  in  the  Prophet,  a  Meffenger ;  that  is,  one 
who  is  fent  to  execute  a  Commiffion,  an 
Emissary. 

When  I  charge  Esau  with  fuch  a  bloody 
Defign,  I  don’t  venture  much ;  ’tis  true,  that 
in  his  great  Adverfity,  he  never  made  the 
leaft  Complaint  againft  his  Mother  the 
Author,  and  Contriver  of  all  his  Misfortunes, 
but  ’tis  pofitively  recorded,  that  he  fliewed 
the  utmoft  Indignation  againft  the  Smooth - 
fac’d  Youth  her  Favourite,  who,  like  an  uncon- 
fcionable  Fawn-broker ,  had  taken  the  Advantage 
of  his  languifhing  Condition,  to  purchafe  his 
rich  Inheritance  for  a  Mouth-full  of  Victuals, 
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and  who  afterwards,  by  a  downright  Forgery , 
ftole  his  Bleffing.  And  Esau  hated  J  a  c  o  b, 
becaufe  of  the  Bleffing  wherewith  his  Father 
bleffed  him ,  and  Esau  [aid  in  his  Heart ,  the 
Days  of  Mourning  for  my  Father  are  at  hand , 
then  will  I  fay  my  Brother  Jacob,  Gen. 
xxvii.  41. 

And,  pray,  how  can  a  Man,  who  has  the 
leaft  Grain  of  Senfibility,  fuffer  himfelf  to  be 
ufed  like  a  Bastard,  and  that  without 
any  Provocation,  and  having  always  proved 
a  kind  Brother,  refpedtful  to  his  Parents, 
and  a  dutiful  Son  ? 

As  for  E  s  a  u  being  married  with  Hittites , 
who  knows,  but  the  odd  Humor  of  his  Mo¬ 
ther,  who,  by  the  Venison-Plot,  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  both  Deceitful  and  Imperi¬ 
ous ,  deterred  him  from  taking  a  Wife  out  of 
her  Family. 

After  the  Refolution  that  Esau  had  made 
to  kill  his  Brother,  ’tis  natural  to  believe^ 
that  he  made  fome  Steps  towards  it,  upon 
the  News  of  Jacob's  coming;  forbefides 
the  perfonal  Injury  he  had  received,  and  which 
no  doubt  he  did  refent,  he  might  conceive 
himfelf  bound  in  Confcience  and  Duty,  to 
vindicate  the  Honour  of  his  Father ,  who  had 
been  treacherously  impofed  upon  and  de¬ 
ceived. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP.  VII. 

That  Esau  had  from  Isaac  Tetters 
of  Reprisals  agamji  his  Brother 
Jacob. 

I  Hope,  that  fo  far  as  this,  it  fhall  not  ap¬ 
pear  ftrange,  if  I  fay  that  the  Wrefiler 
was  one  ofE  sau’s Emijfaries fent  on  purpofe 
to  give  Jacob  due  Correction. 

But  there’s  fomething  more,  Interpreters 
don’t  take  Notice  of,  and  which  no  doubt 
will  furprife  the  Readers,  viz.  that  Esau  had 
from  I  s  a  a  c  a  Permit,  Command  and  In* 
ftruCtions  to  harafs  and  moleft  his  Brother, 
when  and  wherefoever  he  thought  fit  and 
convenient. 

To  put  this  Paradox  in  a  true  Light, 
5tis  neceffary  to  make  firft  the  following  Ob- 
fervations. 

i.  It  was  a  conftant  and  univerfally  re¬ 
ceiv’d  Opinion  in  thofe  Days,  that  the  Parents 
had  the  Power  to  difpofe  arbitrarily  of  the 
Fate  of  their  Children,  and  that  God  was 
pleafed  to  become  immediately  a  Guaran- 
tee  of  their  Will  and  Pleafure,  according 
to  the  literal  Meaning  of  their  Words. 

'Tis  no  doubt  upon  the  account  of  thefe 
fuperftitious  Principles,  that  Jacob,  a  Per- 
3  fon 
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fan  of  the  greateft  Integrity,  is  tempted  to  be 
Splendide  Mendax,  and  even  to  take 
the  facred  Name  of  God  in  vain :  I  am 
Esau  thy  firfi  born  —  the  Lord  thy  God 
has  brought  it  [the  Venifon]  to  me. 

That’s  the  Reafon,  that  Esau,  partly  out 
of  Refpedt  and  Duty,  and  partly  in  Confe- 
quence  of  the  Prejudices  of  Education,  was 
fc  eagerly  preffing  for  his  Father’s  Bleffing  ; 
that’s  the  Caufe  alfo,  that  when  he  found 
himfelf  difappointed,  he  cried  with  a  greats 
and  exceeding  bitter  Cry,  and  [aid,  Blefs  me , 
even  me  alfo>  O  my  Father ,  Gen.  xxvii.  34* 

But  this  unhappy  fufferer  made  his  La~ 
mentations  to  very  little  Purpofe  5  for  I  s  a  a  g 
milled  by  that  Prevention,  anfwered,  I  have 
bhjjed  him ,  yea ,  and  he  Jhall  be  blejjed ,  Gem 
xxvii.  33.  This  is  as  much  as  to  fay,  the 
Decree  is  unalterable,  ’tis  already  ratified  in 
Heaven . 

2.  However  it  appears,  that  Isaac  was 
much  affronted  at  Jacob’s  proceeding,  and 
that  his  Heart  was  filled  with  Afionijhment 
and  Horror ,  in  Confideration  of  the  fad  Difi* 
appointment,  and  the  great  Mifery  of  his 
beloved  Son. 

T’hy  Brother ,  fays  the  common  Tranflath 
on,  came  with  Subtilty;  but  the  original 
Word  HOTD  is  very  emphatical:  It  does  not 
only  fignify  an  abominable  Lie,  PfaL 

F  v,.  6, 
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V.  6.— xxxiv.  13 — XXXV.  20.  a  Fraud,  « 
Cheat,  and  Robbery,  Mic.  vi.  1 1 .  Amos 
viii-  5- .  R  implies  alfo  Ingratitude 
Pfal.  cix.  2.  a  Breach  {/"Covenant 
Dan.  xi.  29.  Cruelty,  Violence  and 

Oppression,  Pfal.  xxxv.  20.—  xliii.  1. 

V'  9-  Murder,  or  Intention 

of  Mu  r  d  E  r,  Gen.  xxxiv.  13.  Pfal.  v.  6 _ 

lv.  23.  Hatred  of  God,  Jerem.  ix.  «j. 
P  e  r  j  u  r  y,  PJal.  xxiv.  4.  Playing  the  Devil 
for  G  o  p’ s  Sake,  Job  xiii.  7.  In  fhort,  the 
Word  imports  the  greatest  Piece  of 

ill  any,  that  can  ever  be  committed 
upon  the  Face  of  the  Earth. 

.  ts  the  dreadful  Character,  Isaac 
gives  of  the  Adtion  of  his  hopeful  Son  Jacob 
which  made  the  old  Man,  and  with  a  great 
deal  of  keafon,  'Tremble  with  a  great  trem - 
hung  exceedingly }  Gen.  xxvii.  33. 

3.  In  that  Agony  of  Mind,  what  doe* 
Isaac  do^  for  the  Relief  of  E  s  au ?  No- 
thmg  lefs,  .than  to  give  him  a  full  Commifjion 

to  adt  offensively,  and  defensively 
againlt  his  Brother. 

Thus  when  King  Ahafuerus  had  made  a 
Decree  in  all  his  Provinces  to  defray  to  kill 

Tu  allJews>  botb  young  and 

c ,  little  Children  and  W men  in  one  Day 

And  it  being  by  the  Laws  of  the  Medes  and 

Perfians 
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Per  fans  out  of  the  Kings  Power  to  repeal  it, 
that  Prince  made  a  counter  Decree; 
whereby  he  granted  the  Jews  the  Liberty- 

to  gather  themjelves  together ,  and  to  ft  and  for 
their  Life,  to  deftroy ,  to  flay,  and  to  caufe  to 
perijh  all  the  Power  of  the  People ,  and  Pro¬ 
vince,  that  Jhould  affault  them ,  Eft.  viii. 

4.  I  make  no  manner  of  Doubt,  but  the 
Reader  is  very  impatient  to  know,  where  that 
Gommifion  of  War  in  favour  of  E  s  a  u  is  re- 
gifter’d :  We  have  it  entered  in  due 
Form  in  the  facred  Records  of  Moses, 
Gen .  xxvii.  40.  By  thy  Sword  Jhalt  thou 
live-—.  And  it  fall  come  to  pafs ,  when  thou 
Jhalt  have  the  Dominion ,  that  thou  Jhalt  break 
his  Yoke  from  off  thy  Neck . 

To  have  the  true  Meaning  of  thefe  I  n- 
structions,  I  delire  the  Reader  to 
conlider, 

1.  That  in  Hebrew  the  future  Tenfe  is 
very  often  put  for  the  Imperative  Mood,  as  it 
is  frequently  done  in  Englijh ;  as  for  Inftance, 
Tou  fhall  repair  to  fuch  a  Place ,  you  lhall  block 
it  up,  you  lhall  annoy  the  Enemy  as  much  as  you 
can,  &c. 

2.  The  Verb  inn  which  is  here  tranflated, 

by  Domineering ,  or  having  the  Dominion,  Sig¬ 
nifies  alfo  to  humble ,  to  cajt  down ,  to  overthrow , 

Fa  ©f 
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of  which  we  have  many  Examples  in  Scrip 
ture.  r 


It  is  God  that  avengeth  me ,  and  that 
bringeth  down  the  People  under  me ,  2  Sam. 
xxii.  48. 

The  Pi  iae  of  A  Ayna  jhall  be  brought  down 
%ech.  x.  1 1 . 

King  A  h  a  z  took  down  the  Sea ,  V.  16,  1 7, 

Though  thou  JhouldeJl  make  thy  Neft  as  high 
as  the  Eagle,  I  will  bring  thee  down  from  thence, 
faith  the  Lord,  Jer.  xlix.  16. 

I  could  produce  a  great  many  other  Places 
to  afcei  tain  the  Signification  I  have  given  to 
the  Hebrew  Verb ;  but  I  hope  thefe  few  are 
over  and  above  fufHcient  to  put  the  thin°-  out 
of  queftion,  Now  this  being  once  grained, 
the  Meaning  of  I  s  a  a  c  ’  s  Words  feems  to’ 
come  to  this  Interpretation. 

“  That  Impudent  Rascally  Fel- 
“  Jacob  has  deceived  me  by  his  Vi  l- 
“  L  a  N  Y ;  thou  knoweft  it  not  to  be  in  my 
“  Power  to  recall  my  Words;  however,  dear 
“  Son,  I  don’t  bind  thee  to  the  flavifl)  Doc- 
“  tnne  °f  Pajfve  Obedience,  and  Non-Refi/l- 
‘  ance :  Stand  up  for  Liberty  and  Property 
“  make  ufe  of  thy  Sword,  humble/pull 
tc  down,  and  deftroy  thy  Enemies ;  in  fhort 
“  make  all  thy  Endeavours,  vi  &  armis,  to 
k  fhake  oft  the  Jacobite  Yoke  from  thy 

“  Neck, 
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«  Neck,  and  force  thy  Brother  to  abdicate 
the  Superiority,  and  for  fo  doing 

fUCh  r  Pofitive  Warrant,  where’s  the 
Abfurdny  to  fuppofe  that  the  Wreftlrt  was  a 
true  and  real  Man  fent  exprelly  by  his  Matter 

Es^V  toPut  hls  Fathers  Orders  in  Execution  ? 

The  Patriarch,  like  a  Coward  and 
afhamed  of  his  Addons,  had  run  away  and 
concealed  himfelf  for  many  Years  in^a  re~ 
mote  Country,  .  without  the  reach  of  the 
Plaint  if;  his  Return  from  Laban  was 
consequently  the  very  firft  time  Esau  found 
to  do  himfelf  Jufttce,  and  demand  SatisfaSiion. 

Jacob  himlelf,  notwnhftanding  f6  lon^ 
an  Abfence,  leems  to  have  been  apprehenfive 

°  a  De%n>  and  of  the  imminent  Dan¬ 
ger  he  was  in ;  for  upon  the  News  that 
Esau  was  a  coming  with  four  hundred 

TW  n,  T\  grTK  afraid’  and  diftreffed. 
That  s  likely  the  Reafon,  which  obliged  him  ■ 

to  keep  bemno  and  to  try  fjrft  the  Fate  of 
his  Wives  and  Children. 

Had  not  Es  au  taken  hold  of  that  Oppor¬ 
tunity  to  chaftife  his  Brother,  he  mutt  ‘cer¬ 
tainly  have  been  very  ftupid  and  indolent 
He  had  hkewife  been  guilty  of  Negligence 
Difobedience,  and  breach  of  Truft,  in  omit’ 

KaVf0™  'he  "i 


G 1  V  e  me  leave  to  flop  here,  and  to  fum 
up  the  Evidence,  Pray  confider3 

Kt  J  A- 
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1 .  Jacob’s  Jefuitical  Contrivance* 

2.  The  juft  Provocation  he  gave  his  Bro¬ 
ther. 

3.  Esau’s  folemn  Vow  of  Revenge. 

4.  Isaac’s  Surprife  and  Anger,  and  his 
Dire&ions  of  Punifhment. 

5.  Jacob’s  Flight  and  long  Abfence. 

6.  The  cold  Reception  Jacob’s  Mef- 
fengers  met  with,  and  how  Esau  was  upon 
a  Referve ,  at  leaft  it  does  not  appear  that  he 
fent  fo  much  as  his  Love  to  his  Brother. 

7.  The  Patriarch’s  Fear  upon  their 
return. 

8.  And  laftly,  Esau’s  March  at  the  Head 
of  a  whole  Regiment  againft  a  naked 
Man. 


Now  let  the  Readers  be  "Jurymen ,  and 
bring  their  Verdict.  What  do  you  fay,  Gen¬ 
tlemen  ?  Is  it  not  very  natural,  and  within 
the  modeft  Bounds  of  Probability  to  aflert, 
that  the  Wreftler  was  one  of  Esau’s  Offi¬ 
cers,  who  had  a  Commiffion  to  inflidt  upon 
}  a  c  o  b  wholfome  Severities,  according  to 
Isaac’s  Directions,  to  force  him  to  cry 
Peccavi ,  and  to  bring  him,  if  poflible,  to  a 
State  of  Repentance  ? 

I  have  a  great  many  other  Reafons  to 
prove  my  general  Allegation,  viz.  that  the 
Wrejiler  was  a  Man,  but  they’ll  prefent 
themfelves  in  Courfe,  when  I  come  to  an- 

fwer 
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fwer  the  Objections  that  may  be  offered  j  for 
fueh  is  the  Advantage  of  my  Hypothecs,  that 
the  very  Difficulties  rais’d  againft  me,  do  all 
together  contribute  to  demonftrate  the  Truth 
and  Certainty  of  my  Opinion* 


"V  IRES  A  PoNDERE 


SUMIT, 


c  H  A  P.  yin.  , 

The  firfi  Objection  examin'd,  and  why 
Esau  received  his  Brother  kindly. 

T  Z™  Proceed  ,to  ^ke  a  View  of  all  Ob- 
tfoiem'°nSj  WhlCh  are  raifed  aSaInft  “7  Sen- 

The  firft  is  grounded  upon  the  gracious 
Reception  Jacob  had  from  his  %£££ 

E  JArf/  rm  /?  ™eet  htm>  and  embraced  him 

Z/cen  -eck'  ari  kiJ}'edhim>  andthe'y 

G.n, ^xxxin.  4.  How  then  can  it  be 
fuppofed,  that  he  had  the  Day  before,  made 
j  ;or  t5le  Deftrudtion  of  Jacob? 
^eyha^e  g^ter  Tokens  of  Love 
T"‘  u-'y^Jp  Esau  lhews  his  Brother 
nre  more  furp„fed_  we  ought  to  be,  that  he 

in  1113  Heart  nothing  but  Malice’ 
and  who  came,  with  a  ftrong  Body  of  Men’ 
to  execute  his  bloody  Etefig^  ffiould  alI^ 

fudden  go  to  another  Extreme,  and  prove  fo 

3  "  mild, 

& 
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mild,  as  not  to  drop  fo  much  as  one  Angle 
Word  of  Complaint. 

I  know,  the  Grace  of  God  is  very  power¬ 
ful,  and  can  on  a  fudden  convert  the  mo  ft 
obftinate  Sinners  ;  but,  in  this  Cafe,  there's 
no  neceffity  to  have  recourfe  to  Miracles. 

We  ought  to  fufpedt,  that  this  Hiftory  is 
fo  fhort,  that  we  are  not  let  into  the  Secret 
of  fuch  a  fudden  Alteration. 

Let  us  only  confider,  that  the  Ancients 
adted  upon  Principles  very  different  from 
ours,  and  that  formerly  Contefts  of  the 
greateft  Confequence  were  very  often  decided 
by  a  Monomachia,  or  by  the  Combat  of 
a  Number  of  Perfons  chofen  on  both  Sides, 
and  even  appointed  by  publick  Authority. 

That  Cuftom  has  remain’d  amongft  Chri- 
ftians  in  Europe ,  till  within  lefs  than  two 
hundred  Years;  witnefs  the  Fight  between 
J  a  r  n  a  c  and  la  Chastigneraye, 
Anno  154 7,  in  the  Park  of  St.  Germain  by 
the  Confent,  and  in  the  Prefence  of  the 
French  King  H enry  the  2d. 

That  Pra&ice  went  fo  far,  that,  if  learn¬ 
ed  Civil  ians,  and  Men  of  good  Senfe 
and  Judgment  could  not  agree  in  their  Sen¬ 
timent  upon  the  Equity  of  a  Law,  the  Con- 
troverfy  was  ordered  immediately  to  be  de¬ 
cided,  in  Favour  of  the  P  ro  or  C  o  n,  with 
the  Sword,  by  fome  brawny  Fellows,  who 
had  more  Strength  than  Brains  in  their  Heads, 
as  we  learn  from  the  Monk  Sigeber- 

T  us, 
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TUS,  who  relates  fuch  a  Cafe  in  the  Rc:en 
of  the  Emperor  O  t  h  o  the firft. 

•If  we  go  higher,  the  Heathens  had  the 
fame  Infatuation;  who  does  not  know  the 
Story  of  the  Horatii,  and  Cu  r  i  a  t  i  j, 
whofe  Fate  was  to  make  an  end  of  the  War 
between  the  R  o  m  a  n  s  and  the  Auians  ? 

There  being  a  Controverfy  between  the 
"Lacedemonians  and  the  A.rgives,  about  fame 
Lands,  they  agreed  that  three  hundred  Men 
on  each  Side  fhould  try  the  Matter  by  Com¬ 
bat,  in  which  Othryades  had  the  Vic¬ 
tory. 

That  Cuftom,  in  all  Probability,  came 
from  the  eaicein  Country,  where  the  Doftnne 
of  Fatality  is  to  this  very  Day  upon  the 
Throne. 

We  have  two  Inftances  of  that  fort  of 
fighting  in  the  Old  Teftament;  the  firft  is 
of  G  o  l  x  a  h,  And  he  flood,  and  cried  unto 
the  Armies  of  Ifrael,  and  f aid  unto  them ,  ’why 
are  ye  come  out  to  fet  your  Battle  in  aray  ?  am 
not  I  a  Philiftine,  and  you  Servants  to  Saul  ? 
chufe  you  a  Man  for  you ,  and  let  him  come 
down  to  me. 

If  he  be  able  to  fight  with  me,  and  to  kill 
me,  then  will  we  be  your  Servants:  but  if  I 
prevail  againfi  him ,  and  kill  him,  then  fljail  ye 
be  our  Servants,  and  ferve  us,  i  Sam.  xvii. 

8,  9. 

Upon  account  of  that  Office,  Goliah 
is  called  a  Man  of  Interpofdion , 

G  that 
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that  is  one,  who  interpofes  between  Party 
and  Party,  to  make  an  end  of  their  Diffe¬ 
rences. 

The  fecond  Example  we  have  is  in  the 
War  between  King  David  and  Ish  -  bo- 
s  h  et  h,  when,  by  Confent  of  the  two  Ge¬ 
nerals,  twelve  young  Men  were  appointed 
on  both  Sides,  as  their  Reprefentatives ,  to  de¬ 
cide  the  Quarrel.  And  Abner  / aid  to 
J  o  a  b,  let  the  young  Men  now  arife ,  and  piny  * 
before  us ,  2  Sam.  ii.  14.  ’Tis  very  true,  that 
the  Victory  of  David’s  Champions  was 
follow’d  by  the  Slaughter  of  about  three 
hundred  and  fixty  Benjamites  ;  but  it  was 
Abner’s  Fault,  who  did  not  keep  ftri&ly 
to  the  Rules  of  that  fort  of  War  :  And  J  o- 
a  b  [aid,  as  God  liveth ,  had  thou  not  fpoken 
[of  Hoftilities]  in  the  Mornings  the  People  had 
gone  up  every  one  from  following  his  Brother , 
V.  27. 

The  Opinion  of  thefe  People,  no  doubt, 
was,  that  God  Almighty,  by  an  extra¬ 
ordinary  Providence,  did  always  give  the  Vic¬ 
tory  to  the  just  Caufe ;  fo  thofe,  who  were 
overcome,  had  nothing  elfe  to  do,  but  to 
fubmit  patiently,  except  they  were  fo  impi¬ 
ous  as  to  make  War  againfl  Heaven. 

*  The  U7  in  the  Word,  which  is  here  tranflated,  to  play, 
being  read  with  the  Point  Jamin ,  fignifies  alfo  contundere , 
€ omminuere,  likely  a  Military  Term  to  denote  Fighting  to  the 
ittmoft ,  and  without  Mercy ;  and  reducing  the  Adverfary,  as  it 
were,  into  Dujh 
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This  feems  to  be  the  Cafe  of  Esau; 
Jacob  having  had  the  good  Luck  to  over¬ 
come  the  Champion,  and  to  force  him 
to  cry  for  Quarter,  Esau  thought  that  God 
had  actually  decided  the  Quarrel,  and  pro¬ 
nounced  a  final  Sentence,  from  which  there 
was  no  Appeal,  and  that  it  was  his  Duty  to 
acquiefce. 

Befides,  there's  no  Doubt,  but  the  Bra¬ 
vado,  the  better  to  recommend  his  Ser¬ 
vices  to  his  Matter,  gave  him  a  Romantical 
Account  of  the  Engagement,  which  made 
Esau  defpair  of  any  Succefs  for  the  Time 
to  come. 


CHAP.  IX. 

Second  QbjeBion  relating  to  the 
Luxation  of  the  Femur* 

TH  E  fecond  Objection  comes  to  this ; 

c€  How  can  you  fuppofe,  that  an  ordi- 
€C  nary  Man  could  with  a  T  o  u  c  h  make  a 
u  L  u  x  a  t  ion  of  the  Femur  ?  He  touched 
cs  the  Hollow  of  his  Thigh ,  &c.  Pray,  good 
€C  Sir,  mind  the  Structure  of  the  Part  af- 
a  fedted. 

€C  The  Articulation  of  the  Hip  is  a  Con- 
Cc  nexion  of  the  large  and  round  Head  of  the 
^  Femur,  to  a  very  deep  Cavity  oi  the  Os 

*"  G  2  a  Ifchion , 
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“  Ifchion,  commonly  called  the  Acetabulum 

“  Goxendicis. 

“  y>-  his  is  done  by  two  ftrong  Ligaments, 
one  outward  and  membranous,  encompaf- 
“  hug  the  whole  Head  of  the  F  e  m  u  r  from 
tne  Edges  of  the  Acetabulum,  to  the  far- 
“  ther  end  of  the  Neck. ,  where  it  touches 
tne  great  Frochanter,  the  other  inward,  of 
“  a  round  Figure,  like  a  Cord  tying  the’ut- 
mofS:  Apex  of  the  Caput  Femoris,  to  the 
inner  o;ue  of  the  Acetabulum  near  the 
“  Center. 

“  i-  his  Articulation  is  confirmed  and 
“  {Lengthened  by  firong  Mufcles,  viz.  On 
“  the  Gutfide  by  the  Glut jet,  on  the  In- 
“  by  the  T  r  i  p  l  e  x,  together  with  the 
<£  Lividus  and  the  Rot  at  ores:  All 
£‘  which  being  duly  confidered,  it  mull  needs 
“  follow,  that  Force  mull  be  very  great,  that 
££  can  drive  the  Caput  out  of  its  Place. 

££  Once  more  I  alt,  Plow  it  was  poflible  for  the 
“  Wrestler  with  a  Touch,  to  caufe 
“  a  Luxation  of  that  Part  fo  well 
“  fortified,  except  his  Power  was  Divine  and 
“  Supernatural  ? 

A  great  Noife  for  nothing!  and  don’t  Sur¬ 
geons  find  by  a  frequent  Experience,  that 
without  any  confiderable  Force  from  with¬ 
out,  the  undue  Pofition  of  the  Thigh  join¬ 
ed  with  the  Weight  of  the  Body  is  fufficient 
to  produce  the  Eifedt  in  queftion  ? 

2.  I 
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2.  I  think,  before  People  fpeak,  and  flare 
Difficulties,  they  Ihould  firft  take  care  to  be 
fureof  the  Matter  of  Fad,  viz.  that  the  Scrip¬ 
ture  makes  any  mention  of  Jacob’s  Tbrnh 
being  out  of  joint,  which  I  utterly  deny  * 

I  own,  that  Jacob  in  theMorning7' did 

hah,  or  was  lame;  but  however  he  did  walk 
tho ,  it  may  be,  with  fome  Difficulty;  now  I 
appeal  to  all  the  Surgeons  of  London  and  Wefl- 
minfter,  whether  it  is  poffible,  immediately  af¬ 
ter  iuch  an  Accident,  for  a  Man  to  Hand  uoon 
his  Legs,  and  to  go  abroad,  and  whether  he  be 
not  neceffitated  to  keep  his  Bed  for  a  con¬ 
siderable  Time.  *  If  the  Femur  is  not 
reduced,  fays  Wiseman,  it  will  be  fubjeSi 
to  great  Pain  and  Fluxion  from  the  over- 
fir etching  of  the  Mufcles,  and  Prefure  upon 
them  with  its  great  Head,  yet,  after  fome 
Months,  thofe  Mufcles  become  callous,  and 
having  yielded  to  the  Extenfion,  the  Patient 
makes  a  fiift  to  go  upon  it,  tho’  lamely,  but 
the  Member  fuffereth  an  Atrophia,  and  is 
porter  than  the  other . 

The  very  fame  Author  f ,  who  believes, 
that  God  permitted  J  a  c  o  b  to  be  wounded* 
lef  the  Fieffi  fould  be  proud,  is  neverthelefs 
of  Opinion,  that  the  Patriarch  had 
not  the  leaf!  Senfation  of  Pains,  that  the  Mi- 
rac le ,  fays  he,  might  be  the  more  evident .  This 

’  WifemanV  Surgirj.  f  Calvin  in  Gcnefin. 

1  Prodigy 
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Prodigy  is  but  a  Trifle  in  comparifon  of  ano¬ 
ther,  relating  to  Jacoby  which  he  has  alfo 
difcovered,  and  of  which  I’ll  take  notice  in 
a  proper  Place.  Something,  I  own,  ought 
to  be  done  in  favour  of  an  E  l  e  c  t  of  fuch 
a  Rank,  and  Quality,  yet  I  wifh  that  good 
Man  had  been  fo  kind,  as  to  let  us  know 
where  he  took  all  thefe  fine  Things. 

As  for  me,  I  cannot  go  fo  far,  as  to  fay, 
that  Jacob,  who  was  Flejh  and  Blood  as 
other  Men,  did  not  feel  the  Smart  of  the 
Blow  which  he  receiv’d;  however,  I  con¬ 
ceive  it  was  only  a  flight  Sprain,  or  Contufi- 
on  of  no  Confequence,  which  was  eafily 
cured ;  for  afterwards,  in  the  whole  remain¬ 
ing  part  of  his  Life,  no  mention  is  made  of 
it,  tho’  I  make  no  manner  of  doubt  that 
Jacob  was  fo  politick  as  to  humour  it,  when 
fie  came  in  fight  of  his  Brother. 

3.  The  Tranflation  is  very  Angular,  and 
the  Hollow  of  Jacobi  Phigh  was  out  of  Joint: 
Who  has  ever  heard  the  like,  ^  Cavity 
out  of  its  Socket?  a  very  proper  Expreffion 
indeed! 

4.  But  to  put  this  Text  in  a  true  Light, 
and  re&ify  the  Miftakes  of  the  Interpreters, 
we  muft  be  contented  to  advance  flowly, 
and  to  enquire  carefully  into  the  Meaning  of 
the  original  Words,  and  fo  come  gradually 
to  the  true  Senfe  of  this  Place. 
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The  firft  Word  which  prefents  itfelf  is 

•  It  does  not  only  fignify  tangere  to  touchy 
but  alfo  to  molejl ,  to  wound,  to  [trike  violently, 
as  appears  by  Gen.  xxvi.  29.  Let  us  make  a 
Covenant  with  thee ,  that  thou  wilt  do  us  no 
hurt,  as  we  have  not  touched  [abufed] 
thee.  Pfal.  Ixxiii.  14.  For  all  the  Day  long  have 
I  been  f  touched]  plagued,  and  chajlened 
every  Morning,  Ifai.  liii.  4.  We  did  ejleem  him 
ftricken,  f mitten  of  God  and  afflicted. 

tp,  which  is  mandated  hollow,  comes  next : 
The  radical  word  Fj£D  does  nowhere  in  Scrip¬ 
ture  fignify  to  ?nake  a  Cavity,  a  Socket,  or  a 
Hollow.  If  we  believe  the  Lexicons, 
"tis  curvare,  incurvare,  to  bend,  to  bow ;  but 
if  we  confider  the  Ufe  that  is  made  of  it,  we 
{hall  be  convinced,  that  the  primary  and  di¬ 
rect  meaning  of  the  Word  is  to  cajl  down, 
to  lay  flat,  or  almofl  flat,  without  excluding, 
I  own,  an  inconfiderable  bending. 

Wherewith  J hall  I  come  before  the  Lor  d, 
and  bow  [proftrace]  tnyfelf  before  the  High 
God?  Mic.  vi.  6.  Now,  kis  well  known, 
that  amongft  the  oriental  Nations,  the  Fo- 
fture  ufed  in  worflhipping  was  to  ly  flat  upon 
the  Ground,  and  not  barely  to  bow  the 
Head. 

My  Soul  is  bowed  down,  Pfal  Ivii.  6.  that 
is,  dejected. 

Fhe  L  o  r  d  raifes  thofe  who  are  bowed  down 

[caft  down]  Pfal.  cxlvi,  8. 
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From  that  radical  Word  is  derived  .0 o 
which  is  applied  to  Things  that  are  flat,  or 
alinofl:  flat;  ’Tis  indeed  tranflated  Spoon , 
Numb.  vii.  14,  84,  86.  and  Handle,  Cant, 
v.  5.  But  thofe  Places  mull;  be  laid  afide  as 
Neuters,  flnee  we  don’t  know  the  Shane  of 
thofe  Utenfils.  ^ 

It  is  undoubtedly  applied  to  the  Sole  of  the 
root,  Jojh.  iii.  13.  And  it  Jhall  come  to  pafs 
as  foon  as  the  Soles  of  the  Feet  of  the  Pried 
that  bear  the  Ark  of  the  Lord,  JcJh.  iii.  1 3  ’ 

It  is  alio  taken  for  the  Hand \  when  it  is 
open  and  ft  raight.  Son  of  Man,  prophefy,  and 
f  nite  thine  Hands  together,  Ezek.  xxi.  14.  Let 
us  lift  up  our  Hands  unto  God  in  the  Hea¬ 
vens,  Lament,  iii.  4I.  When  you  fpread  forth 
your '  Hands ,  I  will  hide  my  Eyes  from  you 
hit.  i.  13.  Now  obferve,  that  here  is  repre- 
lenteci  a  decent  Adion  of  one,  who  offers  his 
1  layers  to  God  Aimightv,  in  which 
he  does  not  clinch  his  Fills,  but  he  does  keep 

Ins  Hands  open  and  llraight  towards  Hea¬ 
ven. 

From  thefe  feveral  Authorities,  I  draw  this 
Conclufion,  that  lince  it  appears,  that  when 
kP  1S  JPoke»  of  the  Hands  or  Feet,  it  figni- 
fies  the  flat  part  of  thofe  Limbs,  viz.  &the 
Sole  o!  the  Foot,  and  the  Palm  of  the  Hand  • 
We  ought,  by  Analogy  of  Speech,  when  it 
refpeds  the  Femur,  to  underltand  it  of  that 
part  in  the  inliae,  and  near  the  Inguen,  which 
is  the  flatteft  of  the  whole  Thigh.  This  was 
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the  Opinion  of  a  learned  jew7  according  to 
Castalio. 

No  doubt  the  Septuagint  Interpreters  were 
of  that  Mind,  fince  they  have  tranflated  that 
Place,  tov  7rAa]ovg  rov  the  flat  of  the 

cihigh ,  7r xdrog  latitudo ,  fays  Rob.  Con- 
stantinus,  dijfert  a  profun'ditate  ->  Proprie 
eft  planum,  quod ,  quia  etiam  latum  eft ,  vu/ga 
Plat.  Gallic e  dictmus,  oItto  tov  7rKdrog:  Nimi - 
Tutu  duel  a  Origine ,  quod  eft  to  ttX&tv  dicitur . 

I  come  next  to  which  declares  the 
fad  Effedt  of  the  Blow  J  a  c  o  b  did  receive 
upon  his  Thigh. 

1.  There's  not  one  Angle  Place  of  Scrips 
cure  to  authorize  the  arbitrary  Tranflation  of 
the  Interpreters,  who  have  been  fo  unmerci¬ 
ful  as  to  diflocate  the  Femur  of  the  good 
Patriarch  j  but  I  hope  to  make  him 
come  off  with  a  Bruife,  or  at  the  uemoft 
with  a  Wound. 

2.  That  Verb  taken  metaphorically  fignh 
fies,  to  have  a  Platted  and  Averfion  for  fame 
Body.  Be  thou  irfiru5iedy  0  Jerufalem,  left  my 
Soul  depart  from  thee ,  }erem.  vi.  8.  ft  hen  my 
Mind  was  alienated  from  her y  Ezech.  xxiii.  18. 

3.  As  for  the  literal  Meaning  of  the  Word, 
we  find  it  in  fo  few  Places  of  Scripture,  that, 
what  we  can  fay  is  only  by  Conjecture.  It 
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fee  ms  to  import  a  Di laceration ,  a  Soiutio  con-* 
thud ;  as  for  Inftance,  ‘Take  the  Heads  of  the 
People ,  and  hang  them  up,  Numb.  xxv.  4. 
Let  (even.  Men  of  his  Sons  be  delivered  unto  us , 
and  we  will  hang  them  up,  2  Sam.  xxi.  6.  It 
fliould  rather  have  been,  take  the  chief  of  the 
People ,  and  beat  them ,  or  wound,  to 

death ,  For,  as  Grotius  has  well  ob- 

ferved,  “  Sufpenfioex  more  Hebraso  requirit, 
t£  utfupplicium  praecedat —  fiebat  id  oftentui, 
<c  non  enim  poena  erat  fufpenfio ;  de  Uftione, 
<£  Gladio,  lapidibus  fads  apparet  pcenas  has 
££  remotas  a  fufpendio. 

4.  I  conclude  by  obferving,  that  the  Sep- 
tuagint  Interpreters ,  who  lived  in  fuch  a 
Time,  that  they  might  know  the  Opinion  of 
the  antient  Jews ,  and  confequently  have  all 
the  Help  that  can  be  defired  in  their  Tranf- 
lation,  take  no  manner  of  Notice  of  a  Lux¬ 
ation,  but  make  ufe  of  the  Word  ha%x,y<rs9 
which  implies  only  a  Numnefs  and  a  Diffi¬ 
culty  of  Motion. 

Tj  Sinew  now  prefents  itfelf,  upon  which 
HI  be  very  fhort.  I  think  it  would  be  very 
ridiculous  to  believe,  that  the  holy  Writer  of 
Genefis  did  take  that  Word  in  the  ftri&eft 

Senfe  for  the  Nervus  Cruralis ,  or  for  Liga¬ 
ments. 

Bull-Pizzles  are  not  fuch  a  delici¬ 
ous  Meat  as  to  make  it  very  meritorious,  or 

a 
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a  Self-denial  in  the  Children  of  I  s  n  a  e  l  to 
forbear  from  a  Difh  which  is  fit  for  Hogs 
only;  a  tolerable  good  Palate  was  fufficient 
to  make  the  Law,  thoJ  Jacob  never  had 
had  the  Misfortune  to  be  wounded. 

’Tis  more  probable,  that  this  muft  be  un- 
derftood,  in  general,  of  Organs  of  Motion, 
that  is  of  the  Mufcles  with  their  Sinews  and 
Tendons,  in  fhort,  of  the  Fleih  about  the 
Thigh. 

The  laid  Word  to  be  confider’d  is 
which,  in  feveral  Places,  is  alfo  writ  no 
doubt  by  the  Carelefsnefs  of  the  Copifts:  It 
is  in  our  Tranflation  rendred  by  Shrinking , 
without  the  lea  ft  Authority. 

The  Septuagint  have  made  it  fynonymous 
to  yph  uiing  the  fame  V erb  hagtcijcr s,  which 
is  proper  enough. 

The  fir  ft  and  literal  Meaning  is  to  lend  out 
upon  Ufury ,  Exod.  xxii.  25.  Dent.  xxiv.  10, 
it.  2  Kings  iv,  1,  7.  Pfal.  cix.  11.  E£  xxiv. 
2. — 1.  1  • — ■  jer.  xv.  10. 

From  this  Signification  another  is  derived ; 
for  as  Extortioners  arefelfifh,  covetous,  trick¬ 
ing,  unmerciful,  and  like  Leeches  lucking 
the  Blood  and  Subftance  of  the  Poor  and 
Needy  ;  fo  from  thence  this  Verb  has  been  me¬ 
taphorically  taken  for  to  opprefs ,  to  vex,  to  life 
roughly ,  and  with  Barbarities,  to  deftroy  and  ruin, 
as  you  may  ice  by  the  following  Examples. 

Their  Might  hath  failed ,  [is  ruin’d]  Jer. 
li.  20. 

H  2  Thou 
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Thou  haft  forgot  [haft  vexed]  the  Rock  that 
begot  thee,  Deut.  xxxii.  18. 

God  cxaSlcth  of  thee  [punifheth  thee]  lefs 
than  thine  Iniquity,  Job  xi.  6. 

The  Laud  of  Forgetfulnefs  [Affliction]  Pfal. 
Jxxxviii.  12. 

.  b-'Le Jftj/ie my  Jhall  not  exatt  upon ,  {"torment 
him]  pfal.  lxxxix.  22. 

2  ioou  Jl  ad  not  be  forgotte?i  of  me  fuffed  un¬ 
mercifully  j  Ef  xliv.  2i. 

.  1  f°fgot  Profperity  [I  am  depriv’d  of  Fell- 
cityj  Lament .  ii?.  iy. 

,Ail,  lbis  being  confidered,  I  fee  no  Reafon 
wny  t  tie  Word  which  is  tranflated  by  Shrinking 
and  of  which  we  have  no  Inftance,  fhoufd 
not  be  underftood  in  the  Senfe  which  is  fup- 
ported  by  fo  many  Places  of  Scripture. 

Now  let  us  put  together  all  thefe  feveral 
Explanations,  2nd  fee  how  they  found. 

Aid  when  the  Man  perceived  that  he  could 

notfredml,  be  did  farioufy  firth  Jacob  upon 

*  f  °f  the  Thigh  near  the  Inguen,  and 

tce  nftl  Pfrt  of  Jacob’s  Thigh  was  bruifed 
■—toerefore  to  this  Day  the  Children  of 

Jl  s  ®  A  ft ft  efcf no  FleP  which  is  about  the  flat 
oj-  use  Thigh,  m  Remembrance  of  Jacob  beim 

treacheroufly  wounded  on  the  like  part  of  his 
body.  r  J 

,  we  bave  an  additional  Proof,  that 

tne  vV REST  LEK  was  a  Rogue,  and  a  great 
VnJain,  who  plaid  foul';  for  at  all  Times, 
and  m  all  Places,  there  have  been  certain 

Rules 
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Rules;  for  Wrestli n  g,  which  Antago- 

n.lfts  cannot  break  through  without  commit 
ting  an  unpardonable  Crime. 

In  the  publick  Games  of  Greece,  Judges 
were  appointed  to  keep  the  Combatants  wi£ 
ia  cci  tain  Bounds  of  Decency  *  Wre filers 
never  ftruck,  nor  Boxers  did  never  attempt  to 

throw  down;  and  here  in  t?™  /  a  tt-*  i 
above  rh~  v  •  England  a  Kick 

rfbove  the  Knee  is  an  unwarrantable  Affauk 

•Hut  to  judge  better  of  thofe  Things  Vis 

-frr  t0  ftop  ther1’ but  to  g°  UP  ^  far 
as  mmote  Antiquity,  and  examine  how  thefe 

Exercifes  were  performed ;  Homer  is  account! 
ed,  next  to  the  Bible,  the  oldeft  Author  we 
can  have  recourfe  to :  Now  this  is  the  De¬ 
scription  he  gives,  II.  23.  of  the  Engagement 

rbX“  Aj“t  a"d  of  whifhlchoS 

tier  to  maxe  a  plain  and  literal  Tranflati- 

on  than  to  ufe  the  Verfes  of  3  famous  Poe<" 
who,  by  feveral  Additions  of  his  own  has 
kiangely  mnreprefented  the  Adtion. 

I  hen  arofe  the  great  Ajax  Son  c/-  T  e  l  a- 
m  o  n,  and  the  prudent  Ulysses,  in  Hopes 
of  the  1  rtze;  covered  only  with  a  Girdle  thev 

Tel  S  J  °f  tk  ***’  and  ™ith 

their  jtiff  Arms  embrace  one  another,  as  clofe 

aJ  ijrr  R,aft£rS/  a  are  by  a  skil¬ 

ful  Workman  firmly  tied  together,  tofujlain  the 

l  science  oj  the  mofi  Jlormy  Winds  ■,  their  Backs 

crack  by  the  frequent  Concujfions  and  jerking 


* 
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Potters  Arcbis  olog,  Grsg-e, 
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their  Rohujl  Hands  do  cauf'e  :  Their  Sides  and 
Shoulders  are  fo  fqueezed,  that  they  are  covered 
with  black  and  blue  Spots  of  extravafated  Blood ; 
fo  eager  of  Victory  they  feem  to  be.  Ulysses 
'cannot  move  Ajax,  nor  throw  him  down , 
Ajax  alfo  is  not  able  to  overcome  the  Re¬ 
finance  of  Ulysses.  The  Spectators  begin 
to  be  impatient.  Then  A  j  a  xfpoke  ‘Divine 
Ul  ysseSj  who  are  fo  induftnous ,  either  lift 
me  up,  or  I  fall  lift  you-,  let  us  leave  the  ref 
to  Jupiter.  In  faying  fo,  he  does  lift  up  Uly  s- 
s  e  s,  who  not  forgetting  his  Shifts ,  jlruck  him 
behind  upon  the  Ham:  [took  the  In -lock.] 
Ajax  falls  to  the  Ground  upon  his  Back ,  and 
Ulysses  forward  upon  A  j  a  x  *  s  Breafi  : 
The  People  are  in  a  great  Admiration.  The 
divine  Ulysses,  who  has  fo  much  Experi¬ 
ence,  does  in  his  turn  endeavour  to  lift  up 
Ajax,  but  he  heaves  him  but  little  from  the 
Ground,  and  his  Knee  bending  [under  the  Bur¬ 
den]  they  both  fall  near  to  one  another,  and  are 
covered  with  Sand,  they  rofe  and  were  going  to 
wrejlle  a  third  time ,  when  See. 

In  this  Order  of  fVrefling,  there’s  neither 
linking  nor  kicking,  but  only  grafping,  heav¬ 
ing,  taking  the  In,  or  out-lock,  and  endea¬ 
vouring  to  throw  down  the  Antagonift. 

I  own,  that  this  is  no  Demonftration  that 
the  fame  Practice  was  in  ufe  in  Jacob’s 
Time  5  but  if  we  confider  not  only  the  Anti¬ 
quity  ofHoMER,  and  that  Divines  do  grant, 
that"  he  has  borrowed  from  the  Cuftoms  of 

v  '  m  — 
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the  Jews,  this  muft  be  a  very  great  Sufpici- 
on,  that  our  Wrestler  did  not  play 
fair. 

This  barbarous  Affault  in  ftriking  above 
the  Knee  was  no*  doubt  the  chief  Inftrument 
of  Jacob's  Vidtory  5  for  let  the  Wrejfler  do 
it  either  with  his  Fift,  or  with  his  Foot,  the 
Patriarch,  who  like  a  Rock  was  im¬ 
moveable,  might  eafily  throw  the  Fellow 
upon  his  Back,  and  fall  immediately  upon 
him,  where  IT1  leave  him,  with  his  Knees 
fix'd  in  the  Pit  of  his  Stomach,  holding  him 
by  the  Throat  with  one  Hand,  and  thump¬ 
ing  of  him  with  the  other,  till  he  is  forced  to 
fubmit  and  to  beg  Pardon,  which  I  defign  to 
confider  in  the  next  Chapter. 


C  H  A  P.  X. 


The  Titles  of  the  Wreftler^  and  the 


Nature  of  the 

Jacob. 


THERE'S  an  Objection  raifed  from  the 
Titles  of  E  l,  and  Elohim  the  IVrejl- 
ler  did  a  flume,  but  it  is  of  no  great  Weight : 
The  Miftake  is  in  the  Tranflation  of  thofe 
Terms, which  are  not  fynonymous  to  the  Word 
God,  having  no  diredt  reference  to  the  moft 


perfect  and  divine  Nature.  ’Tis  a  Title  of 
Honour  given  commonly  to  Perfons  of  dif¬ 
ferent  Conditions,  as,  Sir,  Majler ,  Monfieur , 
Signior,  &c. 

It  denotes  in  general  a  Degree  of  Superi¬ 
ority  either  in  Power,  Strength  and  Know¬ 
ledge;  upon  that  Account  God  is  called 
Elohim,  becaufe  he  is  ftrong,  and  the 
Mailer  of  the  whole  Creation,  but  Judges 
and  Magillrates,  Noblemen  ;  in  Ihort,  who- 
foever  was  eminent  in  his  refpedive  Station, 
had  that  Title;  and  there’s  no  manner  of 
Doubt,  but  DoSlors  of  all  Denominations, 
and  great  Virtuofos  were  honoured  with  that 
Name;  for  when  the  Serpent  tempted  Eve 
to  eat  of  the  forbidden  Fruit,  he  told  her, 
Te pall  be  as  Elohim,  knowing  Good  and  Evil ; 
that  is,  you  Ihall  be  great  Virtuofos,  and 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  all  the  intrinfick 
Qualities,  Good  or  Bad  of  the  three  King¬ 
doms,  of  Animals,  Vegetables  and  Mine¬ 
rals. 

E  l  and  Elohim  feem  to  anfwer  to  the 
Latin  Word  Domi  n  us,  which  was  fuch  a 
high  Title,  that  the  firft  Roman  Emperors  re- 
fufed  to  take  it,  and  yet  Seneca,  Epift.  3. 
faith,  that  this  Name  was  given  to  Strangers, 
if/o  mode  obvios,  ft  nomen  non  fuccurrit,  Do¬ 
minos  falutamus ;  it  was  even  given  to  Slaves 
or  Servants ,  as  appears  by  Martial’s 
Epigram. 
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^um vacate  Dominum nolo tibi, Cinna,  placere 
oaspe  etiam  fervum  fie  refaluto  meum. 

^Nr^where’s  ^ie  Wonder,  that  the 
Wreftler  Esau’s  Champion ,  fliould  have  the 
v anity  to  afi'ume  the  Name  of  Elohim 
(ror  he  was  his  own  Godfather )  when  the 
Coxcomb  thought  hitnfelf  above  others,  re¬ 
markable  and  famous  for  his  Strength,’ and 
ms  iurpnfing  Skill  in  fighting ;  in  ihort,  when 
he  was  Master  of  the  noble  Art  of  D  e- 
fence?  And  who  does  not  know,  that  moil 
of  the  greatefl  H  e  r  o  e  s  of  Antiquity  have 
been  fo  much  cried  up,  and  look’d  upon  as 
“ emigods ,  for  no  other  Reafon,  than  that  they 
were  Prize-fighters,  and  had  been 
SUCCESSFUL? 


As  for  the  Name  of  Jehovah  fuppos’d  to 

belong  to  the  Wreftler,  it  ihali  be  examin’d  in 

a  proper  Place. 


Tne  fecond  Objeclion,  which  makes  a 
great  Shew,  is  the  Bleffing  Jacob  feems 
eameftiy  to  exact  of  the  Wrestler:  I 
will  not  let  thee  go,  except  thou  biefs  me,  Gen* 
xxxii.  a 6,  ^  And  fay  the  Opponents  with  an 
Air  of  Affiirance,  Without  Contradi&io n,  the 
leis  is  blejfed  of  the  better. 

Anf  And  what’s  all  this  to  the  Purpofe  ? 
does  this  prove  in  the  leaft  the  grand  Point 
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in  Queflion,  that  the  Wrestler  had  any 
thing  in  him  above  his  human  Nature  ?  Did 
not  the  Man  Isaac  blefs  the  Man  J  ac  o  b  ? 
and  why  then  muft  the  Wrestler  be  an 
Angel,  oraGooto  blefs  the  Patri* 

A  R  C  H  ? 

2.  The  Bleflings,  which  in  thofe  Days  Peo¬ 
ple  gave  one  another,  were  commonly  but 
little  more  than  worldly  Compliments,  which 
entirely  related  to  their  temporal  Intereft  upon 
Earth. 

Isaac  does  not  pray  that  his  Son  {hould 
be  an  honeft  Man,  fear  God,  and  love  his 
Neighbours ;  his  only  Defires  for  him  are,  T’he 
Dew  of  Heaven ,  the  Fatnefs  of  the  Land ,  and 
plenty  of  Corn ,  and  that  Nations ,  and  in  par¬ 
ticular  Rebecca 9 s  Sons  be  his  Slaves .  There’s 
in  all  this,  not  one  Angle  Word  about  the 
fpiritual  Welfare  of  his  Soul.  But  why 
Isaac  does  fay,  thy  Mother’s  Sons ,  and  not 
thy  Father’s,  is  a  Myftery,  which  he  under- 
flood  better  than  I  can  do  at  this  Time. 

Jacob  himfelf,  in  a  Bargain  of  his  own 
indiding,  has  nothing  in  view  but  his  Eafe 
and  Grandeur  in  this  Life;  if  Go©  Al¬ 
mighty  is  willing  to  blefs  him,  he  is  alfo, 
on  his  Side,  willing  to  allow  his  Maker, 
out  of  the  Profits,  ten  per  Cent .  for  Brocker- 
idge,  and  which  is  more  engaging,  to  choofe 
him  for  God,  but  yet,  Plenty  of  all 
Things  is  the  Conditio  fine  qua  non .  No 
Pence,  no  Pater  noster.  I 
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I  humbly  delire  the  Gentleman,  who  has 
taken  fo  much  Pains  to  perfuade  us,  that 
Chriflianity  is  as  old  as  the  Creation ,  to  let  us 
know  in  what  Corner  of  the  Chrijli an  Church 
he  places  thofe,  who  look  no  farther  than  this 
miferable  World. 

3.  The  Word  BleJJing  is  very  equivocal ;  for 
inftance,  God  does  blefs  us,  when  he  is  pleas’d 
to  pour  his  Favours  upon  us  3  but  we  alfo  on 
our  Side  do  blefs  him,  when  we  worfhip 
him,  acknowledge  him  for  our  Creator  and 
Preferver,  and  beg  Pardon  for  our  Sins,  &c. 

So  that  there  are  two  forts  of  BleJJings ,  one 
from  a  Superior  to  an  Inferior 3  and  the  other 
in  a  low  Senfe,  from  an  Inferior  to  a  Su¬ 
perior. 

This  laft  BleJJing  does  feem  in  Scripture  to 
conlift  in  doing  Obeifance,  in  humble  Pro- 
^rations  to  the  Ground,  in  paying  Homage, 
in  fubmitting  and  fuing  for  Peace  and  Friend- 

£hip. 

Jacob  being  introduc’d  to  Pharaoh,  did 
blefs  him,  Gen.  xlvii.  S,  10.  that  is,  he  proftrated 
himfelf flat  upon  the  Ground,  and,  no  doubt, 
return’d  Thanks  to  the  Kin  c  for  the  Ho¬ 
nour  he  had  bellowed  upon  his  Son  Joseph, 
acknowledged  Pharaoh  for  his  Sove¬ 
reign  and  Benefactor,  and  defired  his  Pro¬ 
tection* 

I  %  Tot 
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Toy  fent  Joram  his  Son  unto  King  David  * 
to  fue  for  Peace,  and  to  blefs  him,  2  Sam. 
viii.  10. 

And  Joab  fell  to  the  Ground  on  his  Face, 
and  bowed  himfelf,  and  *  bleffed  the  King, 
2  Sam .  xiv.  22. 

He  fent  Hadoram  his  Son  to  King  David 
*  to  demand  Peace ,  and  to  bids  him. 

But  what  Neceflitv  of  fo  many  Proofs  ?  I 
appeal  to  the  Patriarch  himfelf,  whe¬ 
ther  he  has  not  fo  me  times  underftood  Blef 
Jing  in  that  Senfe ;  for  we  read,  Gen.  xxxiii, 
3;  io,  11.  that  Jacob  bowed  himfelf  to 
the  Ground  feven  times- —  therefore  I  have 
jeen  thy  Face — -  and  thou  waft  plea  fed  with 
me.—  T ake ,  I  pray  thee ,  my  Blessing  that 
is  brought  to  thee.  This  is  as  much  as  to 
fay,  I  defir e  you  to  accept  this  Prefent  in  token 
of  my  SubmiiTion,  and  in  Acknowledgment  of 
sour  Goodneft  to  forgive  me. 

’Tis  in  that  Senfe  that  Jacob  requires  a 
Blefing  from  the  Wrestl  er;  I  will  not 
let  thee  go ,  except  thou  blefs  me ,  that  is,  I  will 
keep  thee  in  Cufiody ,  till  thou  dof  •J*  fubmit , 
and  pay  ^Homage  as  victorious, 
which,  the  Fellow  does  perform  in  the  fub- 
lime  Stile  of  thofe  Bills,  that  come  from 
Fig’s  Pheatre. 

*  According  to  the  Bebrezu. 

\  In  the  publick  Games  of  Greece,  it  was  lawful  for  the 
Conqueror  to  keep  his  Antagonill  .under,  till  he  had  fairly 
yielded  either  by  lifting  up  his  Finger ,  or,  fpeaking  .certain 
Words. 
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I  defire  the  Reader  to  remember  in  what 

Ury  at  tne  end  of  the  lart  Chapter:  I  now 
fancy  to  hear  the  Threatnings  of  the  PA- 

**lAKf  c”>  and  ^  (Wand  Supplica¬ 
te,0^  Cn-  ?ther’ ,  Wevit  ®  rogavit]  and 
tne  whme  Dialogue  betwixt  them,  J 

J.  Villain,  How  dareft  thou  ftrike  me?  Ve¬ 
rify,  thou  defervejl  to  die. 

** Sir ■ 

1  mo  Sd'Zf’”3  fi^uch  “  w* 

dfr  Pray  don't  enquire  who  1  am. 

J.  Til  beat  thee  to  SDufl,  except  1  know  it-, 

^e^nS  to . I  was  to  have  done 

the  Job  m  the  Obfcurity  of  the  Night ; 
now  the  oun  is  arifing,  m  y  Majier  Jhall 
be  very  angry,  that  I  don't  bring  him  an 

_  . pray  kt  me 

J.  1  ll  teach  thee  to  tell  Lies,  Sirrah  l  Esau 
is  an  Honourable  Gentleman,  who  would 

*ot  t&mlty  °ffuch  foul  Play. 

W.  Ah!  pray  Sir,  ah!  pray. 

J'  /{ ML  beat  thee>  tlU  dofi  make 
ViftH '  °n>  an^  achnow kdge  me  for 

W.  I  crave  your  Honour’*  Name. 

J*  the  Rafcal  does  not  know  my 

JS  ante ;  I  am  }  a.  cob,  doji  thou  feel  it  ? 

W.  / 
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W.  I  fubmit ,  7  fubmit ;  may  it  pleafe  you f* 
Lordfhip,  the  Name  of  Jacob  was  at 
your  Birth ,  an  Omen  of  your  future 
Profperity,  but  fnce  your  illuftrious 
ABions ,  and  Achievements  fo  famous  all 
over  the  JVorld ,  make  your  Honour 
worthy  of  the  moft  Noble  Titles  ;  you 
have  maftered  both  Heroes,  and  valiant 
Men ;  you  have  now  overcome  the  Con- 
QUE  r  o  r  of  the  Conquerors:  Af 
fume  the  Name  o/Israel 

A  very  poor  Satisfaction  ({hall  the  Rea¬ 
ders  fay)  for  the  great  Danger  J  a  co  b  did 
run  of  being  murder'd !  and  how  can  I  help 
it,  if  he  was  contented  with  a  Feather?  Pray 
confider  the  Humour  of  thofe  Days ;  did  not 
all  the  Wit  of  the  H  e  and  She  Gossips 
intirely  confift  in  wretched  Puns  and  Nick¬ 
names,  which  they  beftowed  with  great  Ce¬ 
remony  upon  their  Friends  or  Foes,  as 
fomething  of  very  great  Confequence,  as 
appears  by  the  very  Hiftory  of  Jacob, 
who  makes  no  Steps,  but  he  has  a  new  De¬ 
nomination  for  Men,  and  Places  at  his  Fin¬ 
ger's  end  ?  To  fay  that  the  Name  of  Israel 
was  myftical,  and  an  affurance  of  his  future  - 
Profperity,  kis  a  bold  Addition  to  the 

Hiftory,  which  makes  not  the  leaft  mention 
of  it. 
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2.  It  may  be  alfo,  that  Jacob  aded 
here  politically ,  and  feeming  fatisfied  with 
the  Advantage  he  had  obtain’d,  he  thought 
fit  not  to  make  the  Champion  defperate,  and 
oblige  him  imprudently  to  exert  his  Strength 
to  the  utmoft,  and  recover  the  Day. 

I  hope,  the  Account  I  have  given  of  the 
Nature  of  the  Blejjing  Jacob  exads  of  his 
Enemy,  is  fo  natural,  that  moft  of  the  Rea¬ 
ders  fhall  be  of  my  Mind,  except  fuch  as 
are  never  pleas’d  without  fomething  extraor¬ 
dinary  and  myfterious. 

There  remain  two  Objections  from  Ge~ 
nefis  of  no  great  Force,  which  I’m  very  wil¬ 
ling  to  take  notice  of,  before  I  make  an  end 
of  this  Chapter. 

i.  God  himfelf  gave  the  Name  of  Israel 
to  Jacob,  Gen.  xxxv.  io.  Ergo  ’twas  he 
•who  did  it  the  firfi  time .  This  Argument 
is  very  weak  $  don’t  we  fee  amongft  us  very 
often,  that  Perfons  affume  a  new  Name 
without  any  Authority,  and  that  afterwards 
they  have  Liberty  to  do  it  by  an  Ad  of 
Parliament  ? 

It  does  not  appear,  that  Jacob  was  very 
fond,  at  firft,  of  this  Title,  but,  no  doubt, 
God  thought  fit  to  confirm  it  with  a  Defign 
of  putting  him  continually  in  remembrance 
of  his  great  Deliverance.  2,  The 
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*•  The  other  Objection  is  from  thefe 
Words,  Jacob  called  the  Name  of  the  Place 
Peniel,  for  I  have feen  God  [Elohim]  Face 
to  Face ,  and  my  Life  is  preferv’d:  And  what 
then  ?  muft  we  invent  Miracles  in  explaining 
the  Sciiptuie  in  Tilings  tnat  are  done  by 
the  Courfe  of  Nature  ?  Did  not  Jacob  fee 
the  ftrong.  and  the  mighty  Champion  Face 
to  Face ,  in  a  literal  Senle,  whereas  feeing 
God  Face  to  Face,  is  a  figurative  Expref- 
fion  ?  What  the  Patriarch  did  mean,  was 
only  to  exprefs  his  Joy  for  his  wonderful 
Efcape,  and  the  Victory  he  had  obtain’d 
unexpectedly. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XL 

Objections  from  the  Prophet  Hose  a, 
examin'd,  and  anfwerd. 

NOW,  now,  I  am  come  to  the  Pro¬ 
phet  H  o  s  e  a,  where  a  Reverend  Di¬ 
vine  experts  me  with  the  utmoft  Impatience , 
as  he  d|d  publickly  declare. 

I  can,  out  of  Civility,  do  no  lefs  than  meet 
the  Gentleman,  and  give  him  full  Satisfacti¬ 
on.  If  I  have  not  done  it  fooner,  the  true 
Reafon  is,  that  I  was  afraid  to  put  my  Ar¬ 
guments  in  a  Confufion. 

I  defign  to  go  on  in  the  fame  way  as  be¬ 
fore,  and  examine  the  true  Meaning  of  the 
original  Words,  and  the  real  Import  of  the 
Phrafes:  for  as  the  Objections,  which  are 
drawn  from  this  Book,  are  reputed  to  be  the 
ftrongeft  of  them  all,  and  a  plain  Deciiion 
of  the  Controverfy,  they  deferve  confequently 
to  be  examin'd  with  Care,  ferioufly,  and  with 
Calmnefs  and  Impartiality :  Plowever,  if 
contrary  to  my  Will,  any  of  my  Bxpreffions, 
either  in  this  Chapter,  or  in  the  next,  fhould 
accidentally  difpleafe  the  Reader,  I  hope, 
that  my  plain  Dealing,  the  hearty  and  iincere 
Endeavours  I  make  to  difeover  the  Truth* 
and  the  Probability  of  my  Arguments,  fhall 
be  a  fufBcient  Apology  for  my  Behaviour. 

K  After 
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After  this  Declaration,  I  begin  by  Hof  xii. 
3,4-  By  his  Strength  he  had  Power  over  the  Elo- 
him,  yea  he  had  Power  over  the  Angel  [Mef- 
fenger]  and  prevailed:  He  wept  and  made 
Supplications  unto  him .  Now  ’tis  abfurd,  not 
to  fay  impious,  to  pretend,  that  this  Vidlory 
of  Jacob  was  over  the  Supreme  Being,  as 
if  it  was  poffible  for  a  Creature  to  be  ftronger 
than  the  Creator. 

r 

1.  the  Verb  fTT,  or  -ftp,  the  Prophet 
makes  ufe  of,  does  no  where  in  Scripture  fig- 
uify, /to  obtain  a  Grant ,  to  perfuade,  to  pre¬ 
vail  by  humble  Remonf  ranees,  but  to  overcome 
by  Force ,  to  get  a  true  and  real  Superiority, 
to  mafer  an  Enemy,  as  much  as  the  Duke 
of  M  arlborough  did  the  French  at 
the  Battle  of  Blenheim 

2.  Jacob  had  the  Advantage  by  his  na¬ 
tural  .  Strength ;  does  not  this  demonstrate, 
that  if  the  P  a  triarch  did  triumph  over 
his  Adverfary,  he  had  certainly  to  do  with  a 
much  weaker  Being  than  God?  I  think 
People  fhould  be  fo  prudent,  as  not  to  ftart 
Difficulties,  which  betray  the  Foible  of  their 
Caufe. 

Several  learned  Divines  taking  notice  of 
the  Scandalous  Idea  [by  his  Strength  he  had 

T  I  Challenge  all  my  Opponents  to  prove  any  tiling  to  the 
contrary.  0 

Power 
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Power  with  God]  the  Tranflation  does  con- 
vey  to  the  Mind,  have  been  fo  kind,  as  to 
come  to  the  Help  of  the  Holy  Ghojl ,  by  rec¬ 
tifying  the  Abfurdity  in  their  charitable  Notes, 
which  feem  to  fay.  Dele  by  his  own  Strength, 
Read  by  a  fpecial  Grace  of  God. 

But  I  am  apt  to  believe  they  are  too  offi¬ 
cious,  and  that  the  Holy  Spirit  does  not  want 
fuch  bufy  Correctors,  who  pretend  to  model, 
not  their  S  y  s  t  e  m  by  the  Script  are ,  but  the 
Scripture  by  their  System:  Neque  enim 
fays  C  a  l  v  i  n,  adverfus  eum  pugnamus ,  niji 
&  ejus  virtute  dr  armis ,  nos  enim  ad  luHam 
provocans  Jimul  ad  rejijlendum  injlruit ,  ut  con¬ 
tra  nos  pro  nobis  pugnet :  We  fight  againfi  God, 
but  by  his  Strength ,  and  with  his  Arms,  for 
at  the  fame  time ,  that  he  challenges  us  to  wrefile , 
he  infiruSls  us  to  refifl,  fio  that  he  fights  againfi 
us  for  us.  I  beg  the  Reader’s  Pardon,  but  ’tis 
impoffible  to  withftand  the  Temptation  I  am 
in,  to  call  his  reafoning  by  the  Name  it  de- 
ferves,  viz,  C  a  n  ting. 

3.  He  wept  and  made  Supplications .  And 
who,  pray  ?  Not  J  a  c  o  b,  for  there’s  no  fuch 
thing  mention’d  in  Genefis.  The  Patri- 
arch,  as  I  have  prov’d,  was  without  Con¬ 
tradiction,  and  in  the  ftriCteft  Senfe,  the 
Conqueror;  and  confequently,  if  any  body 
made  Supplications,  it  muft  be  naturally  un- 
derftood  of  him  who  had  the  worfi  of  the 
Day,  of  the  Wreftler,  who  did  beg  heartily 
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(  C8  ) 

for  his  Liberty,  let  me  go,  for  * the  Day  is  a 
coming:  Words,  which  found  well  from  the 
Mouth  of  a  Man ,  but  appear  nonfenfical, 
when  they  are  pretended  to  come  from 
God. 

Now,  let  us  only  change  Names,  and,  in- 
ftead  of  Jacob,  put  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
bo  r  o  u  g  h,  and  for  the  Emijfary ,  the  French , 
and  Tallard ,  and  then  let  any  body  judge  of 
the  Senfe.  The  Duke  of  Marlborough  by  his 
Strength  had  Power  over  the  French;  yea ,  his 
Grace  ^z//7W  Marlhal  Villars  into  the  Danube; 
he  cried  bitterly ,  and  begged  for  Quarter. 
What  Man  in  his  Senfes  would  pretend,  that 
the  laft  Words,  he  cried  bitterly ,  are  to  be 
underftood  of  the  Con  qjj  e  ro  r  ? 

The  Cafe  is  fo  plain,  that  Dr  us  i  us 
Vatablus,  and  feveral  other  learned  Men3 
have  ingenuouily  con  felled,  that  it  was  not 
Jacob,  but  the  M  e  s  s  e  n  g  e  r,  who  made 
Supplications. 

So  far  as  this  I  am  very  fafe,  having  vi- 
fibly  the  Protection  of  the  Prophet ;  I  pro¬ 
ceed  to  the  laft  and  grand  Objection,  which 
is  fuppofed  to  be  unanfwerable  from  thefe 
Words,  He  found  him  in  Beth-el,  and 
there  he  fpake  with  us  [with  him]  even 
Jehovah  the  Lord  of  Hofis ,  Jehovah 
his  Memorial  “  Who  fhould  He  refer  to, 
“  but  to  the  Perfon,  which  before  is  men- 

tioned,  viz.  to  the  Angel,  or  Mefenger, 
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“  who  is  alfo  called  Jehovah,  the  incom- 
“  municable  Name  of  God,  with  a  ftrong 

€C  Emphafis,  [even]  and  can  any  thine  be 
u  plainer  than  this  ?” 

Tis  very  plain  indeed  in  the  Tranflation, 
only  it  wants  to  be  fo  in  the  Original $  but  to 
decide  this  Controverly,  ,tis  juft  and  equi¬ 
table  to  make  Hose  a  himfelf  the  Umpire, 
and  to  chufe  him  foie  Judge  in  this  Cafe,  I 
mean  ’tis  neceflary  to  examine  his  Expref- 
fions  and  his  Stile,  without  which  we  run 
the  Rifle  of  making  a  falfe  Judgment. 

1.  I  obferve,  that  the  Book  of  Hose  a 
is  a  Collection,  of  fev'eral  loofe  and  feparate 
Sentences,  which  are  independent  on  one 
another,  and  which  were  probably  not  de¬ 
livered  at  the  fame  time,  as  a  careful  Reader 
may  obferve  in  many  Places  ;  as  for  Inftance, 
Chap.  x1.  12.  Judah  ruleth  with  God,  and 
is  faithful  with  the  Saints;  but  few  Lines 
after,  Chap,  xn,  2.  he  feems  not  to  be  as 
good  as  he  ftiould  be,  God  hath  a  Contro - 
verfy  with  him . 

In  this  Cafe  the  Axiom  of  the  Jews  is 
true,  that  in  Scripture  there's  neither  Prius 
nor  Pojierius;  how  then  can  it  beprov’d,  that 
Hof  xii.  3,  4,  5.  is  one  and  the  fame  continued 
Difcourfe  ?  Had  it  not  been  very  proper  to  put 
a  full  Comma  after  thefe  Words  [Tea  he  prevail¬ 
ed  over  the  ylngel j  and  then  to  have  begun 


(  70  ) 

a  new  Verfe,  which  in  Part  would  have 
prevented  the  Miftake? 

2.  I  am  at  a  great  Lofs  where  to  find  the 
Emphafis  even,  for  in  the  Hebrew ,  there’s 
no  more  than  the  Letter  1  [et]  and  Jehovah 
the  Lord  of  Hofs ,  Jehovah  his  Memo¬ 
rial. 

3.  He  found  him  in  Beth  el:  The  Pro¬ 
noun  H  e  is  not  in  the  Original  exprefly  ^  and 
impoles  upon  the  Reader,  as  if  it  did  refer  to 
an  antecedent,  viz.  to  the  Messenger. 
'This  very  fame  fpoke  to  him ,  &c. 

4.  ’Tis  the  Difadvantage  of  modern  Lan¬ 
guages,  that  every  Verb  (not  in  imperative  or 
infinite  Moods)  muft  have  always  before 
them  a  Noun ,  or  a  Pronoun  for  a  Nomina¬ 
tive ,  but  ’tis  fo  neither  in  Latiny  Greek ,  or 
Hebrew. 

Here  the  Objection  does  immediately 
drop,  if  we  put  the  Words  in  a  dead  Lan¬ 
guage,  infteadof  Englifhy  Prcevaluit  Angelo, 
&  Juperior  fuit ,  fevit  &  precatus  eft  eum. 
In  Beth-el  invenit  eum ,  ibique  locutus  eft 
nobifcum  [cum  illo]  &  Dominus  Deus  exer - 
cituum ,  Dominus  memoriale  ejus .  So  that 
there’s  no  Neceflity  to  go  up  to  the  Angel ,  to 
find  out  the  Nominative  of  invenit ,  we  have 
it  afterwards  at  the  end  of  the  Phrafe,  viz . 
Dominus.  6.  In 
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6.  In  Hebrew ,  when  the  Nominative  is 
exprefled,  ?tis  generally  placed  immediately 
before  or  after  the  Verb  ;  but  in  the  Prophets, 
where  the  Stile  is  pompous  and  fublime,  and 
feems  to  partake  of  Poetical  Expreffions;  the 

Nominative  is  very  often  poftponed  at  a  great 
Biftance, 

I  could  give  many  Inftances  of  it,  but  ’tis 
enough  to  obferve,  that  this  is  the  very  Stile 
of  H  °  5  e  a,  who  puts  the  Nominative  in 
the  iecond  Member  of  a  whole  and  long  Pe® 
nod. .  He  is  a  Merchant ,  the  Balances  of 
Deceit  are  in  his  Hand:  He  loveth  to  opprejs \ 
and  Ephraim  [aid,  yet  I  am  become  rich . 
Tis  plain  that  Ephraim,  which  is  placed 
at  the  latter  end,  is  the  Nominative ,  and  that 
it  fhould  have  been  tranllated,  Ephraim 
is  a  Merchant ,  the  Balances  of  Deceit  are  in 
his  Hand,  &c. 

7.  I  obferve,  that  fuch  is  the  Stile  of 
H  o  s  e  a,  that  when  he  is  fpeaking  of  God^ 
he  does  not  always  exprefly  mention  that 
holy  Name,  either  out  of  Refpedt,  or  for 
other  Reafons  unknown  to  us,  and  depend¬ 
ing,  it  may  be,  on  the  cuftom  of  his  Time  > 
fo  that  the  Interpreters,  for  clearnefs  fake, 
are  now  and  then  neceffitated  to  fupply  the 
Word  God, 
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Few  Examples  will  be  fufficient  to  make 
good  my  Allegations,  Hof.  i.  6,  9.  She  con¬ 
ceived  again  and  bare  a  Daughter ,  and  [God] 
faid  unto  him,  Call  her  Name  Lo-ruhamah. 

She  conceived,  and  bare  a  Son,  then  [G  0  d] 
faid,  call  his  Name,  &c. 

'Their  Heart  is  divided:  Now  Jhall  they  be 
found  faulty:  [God]  pall  break  down  their 
'Altars ;  [God]  pall  break  their  Images,  Hof. 
x.  2. 

From  thefe  feveral  Obfervations  I  con¬ 
clude,  that  the  Words  of  Hosea  may  very 
well  (and  I  dare  fay  ought  to)  be  tranllated 
in  thefe  Terms,  or  any  that  be  equivalent. 

By  his  Strength,  he  maftered  the  Strong, 
yea,  he  maftered  the  Emiffary,  who  wept,  and 
made  Supplications  unto  him :  God  found  him 
in  Bethel,  and  there  he  fpake  with  him, 
and  Jehovah,  the  Lord  of  Heps,  Jeho¬ 
vah  is  his  Memorial.  Which  being  once 
granted,  the  Objection  does  entirely  fall  to 
the  Ground. 
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CHAP.  XII. 

V  '  •  '  *  f 

Farther  Remarks  upon  Hosea^  where¬ 
in  the  Birth  of  Jacob  and  Esau 
are  occaEonally  considered. 

BU  T  to  give  no  Time  to  the  Enemy  to' 
rally,  I  defign  in  this  Chapter  to  go  the 
ihorteft  way  to  Work,  and  to  cut  at  once  the 
Gordian  Knot.  I  defire  a  favourable  Con- 
ftrudlion  upon  my  Undertaking,  tho’,  I  hope* 
my  Credit  is,  by  this  Time,  fo  well  eftablifh- 
ed,  that  the  Reader,  no  doubt,  fhall  think 
this  Application  fuperfluous. 

fo  explain  my  Meaning  I  mull  repeat  the 
Words,  as  they  are  found  in  H  o  s  e  a,  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  common  Tranflation. 

The  Lord  hath  alfo  a  Controverfy  with  Ju¬ 
dah,  and  will  punijh  J  a  c  o  t,  according  to 
his  Ways ,  according  to  his  Doings  will  he  re- 
compenfe  him . 

[He  took  his  Brother  by  the  Heel  *  in  the 
Womb ,  and  by  his  Strength  he  had  Power  over 
God,  yea  he  had  Power  over  the  Angel, 
and  prevailed ;  he  wept  and  made  Sup¬ 
plications  unto  him.J  He  found  him  in  Beth¬ 
el,  and  there  he  fpake  with  us ,  and  even 
the  Lord  of  Hofts ,  the  Lord  is  his  Memo¬ 
rial:  ‘Therefore  turn  to  thy  G  o  d,  keep  Mercy 
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and  Judgment,  and  wait  on  thy  God  con~ 
tinually . 

My  Opinion  is,  that  all  the  Words  in¬ 
cluded  between  the  Crotchets ,  were  never  in 
the  Original  of  the  Prophet y  but  rather  look 
like  a  Piece  of  a  Ballad  fung  among  the 
Jews  in  their  Affemblies  of  Pleafure,  in 
Honour  of  their  Predeceffors,  which  being 
accidentally  put  only  in  the  Margin,  has  in- 
fenfibly  crept  into  the  Text  by  the  Ignorance 
or  Malice  of  the  Copifts :  My  Reafons  are 
thefe. 

1.  The  Words  have  no  manner  of  Cohe¬ 
rence  with  the  preceding  or  fucceeding  Ver- 
fes,  and  that  even  they  fpoil  and  embroil 
the  Senfe  and  Intention  of  the  Prophet, 
who  preached  Amendment  of  Life.  Jacob 
took  his  Brother  by  the  Heel  in  Utero,  he 
overcame  the  Helohim,  he  prevailed  over 
/^Messenger,  ergo,  his  wicked  Pojlerity 
mujl  repent .  This  Reasoning  is  not  only  flat 
and  infipid,  but  alfo  not  fafe,  for  it  might 
as  well  be  concluded,  Ergo  Judah  ought 
to  fear  nothing  \  who  can  hurt  him  in  the 
fPorld ? 

2.  Thefe  particular  Points  of  Hiftory  feem 
to  be  brought  in  by  way  of  Bragging  and 
Oftentation,  and  for  nothing  elfe  but  the 
Honour  and  Glory  of  the  Patriarch. 
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There's  a  very  bold  Addition  to  the  Ac¬ 
count  Moses  gives  of  Jacob  taking  his 
Brother  by  the  Heel ,  that  is,  in  the  Womb  %  as 
if  the  two  Babes  had  unrefpedtfully  made  a 
Bear-Garden  of  their  Mother’s  Womb,  and 
that  Esau  having  the  worft  of  the  Fight, 
and  leaving  the  Field  of  Battle,  Jacob 
took  hold  of  him  by  the  Foot ,  to  give  him  a 
farting  Blow. 

This  betrays  the  Stupidity  of  the  JeJlert 
for  there’s  an  abfolute  Impoffibility  for  Fwins 
to  meddle  with  one  another  in  Utero ,  They 
have  indeed  commonly  (tho’  not  always)  but 
one  and  the  fame  Placenta,  to  which  they 
adhere  by  the  Navel-Jlrings,  but  they  have 
each  of  them,  (Monfters  excepted)  diftindt 
umbilical  Veffels,  diftindt  Membranes,  and 
diftindt  Waters,  in  which  they  fwim ;  in 
fhort,  they  are  clofe  confin’d  in  feparate 
Chambers,  or  Apartments,  and  fo  ftrongly 
intrenched  by  Nature,  that  they  cannot  di¬ 
rectly  neither  touch  nor  hurt  one  another. 

’Tis  true,  that  Jacob  and  Esau  did 
ftruggle  in  Utero,  but  they  did  not  ftruggle 
together,  as  ’tis  tranflated,  the  Verb  of 
the  Original  implying  no  more  than  a  quick 
and  frequent  Motion;  ’tis,  no  doubt,  upon 
that  Account,  that  the  Septuagint  Interpre¬ 
ters  have  wifely  rendered  it  by  tmuo^ran,  fali- 
ibant  >  they  were  jlirring,  leaping  ■,  the  very 

L  2  fame 


(  7&  ) 

fame  Expreffion  we  have  in  Luke  i.  41.  in 
refpedt  of  J  o  h  n  the  Baptifl. 

I  own,  that  thefe  frequent  Motions  of  the 
Children  were  very  troublefome  to  Re¬ 
becca,  and  might  not  only  deprive  her  of 
reft,  and  even  throw  her  into  Fits,  but  alfo 
threatned  a  Milcarriage,  to  the  utter  Ruin 
of  the  Foetus ,  and  the  great  Danger  of  the 
Mother  s  Life.  But  however,  the  Children 
wer  e  not  quarrelling  or  fighting  one  with 
another. 

I  don  t  know  any  Place  of  Scripture,  the 
Senle  of  which  Interpreters  have  fo  much 
miftaken,  as  this  of  yacob  holding  his  Hand 
upon  his  Brother’s  Heel.  ’ 

If  LI  o  s  e  a  ’  s  Interpolator  has  made  a  Jed 
of  it,  Mr.  Calvin  goes  to  another  Ex¬ 
treme,  ’Twas  not ,  fays  he,  by  Judgment,  or 
Induftry,  that  Jacob  took  hold  of  Esau’s 
Heel  in  the  Mothers  Belly,  but  it  was  extra¬ 
ordinary,  God  then  did' dir  ell  the  Hand  of 
the  Child,  and  by  that  Sign  declared  his  gra- 
tuit  Adoption —  By  this  God  teaches,  that 
Men  don’t  acquire  the  Grace  of  God  by  their 
Wills,  but  that  they  are  ele&ed  before  they 
are  born,  by  his  wonderful  GoodneJ's.  Who 
could  ever  have  expedted  a  Proof  of  Pre- 
defunation,  in  a  natural  Accident,  which  be- 
ftdes  is  very  melancholy,  and  which  did  put 
both  Jacob  and  his  Mother  in  the  greateft 
Danger  of  their  Lives  ?  Inftead 
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Inftead  of  advifing  with  St  Austin,  who 
was  a  better  Metaphyjkian, ,  thitn  a  Natural!} ’ 
Mr.  Calvin  had  done  prudently  to  confulc 
any  fldlful  Midwife  of  Geneva  upon  thi$ 
Cafe,  for  Ihe  would,  or,  at  lead,  Ihe  Ihould 
have  told  him,  that  Jacob  holding  his  Bro¬ 
ther  by  the  Heel,  is  as  much  as  tofay*  that 
the  young  Patriarch  did  not  come 
forth  in  a  natural  pofture,  and  confequently, 

that  the  Labour  was  very  hard  and  dif^ 
ncult. 

The  Matter  of  Fad  was  this  j  the  Wa¬ 
ters  of  both  Children  being  broke  much 
about  the  fame  Time,  Esau  was  ulhered 
into  the  Light  in  the  moll  favourable  way 
that  can  be  delired,  his  Head  being  foremoll 
in  a  Jlrait  Line,  and  free  from  any  other 

P?rt  c^e  BodL  tBe  Arms  couched  along 
his  Sides,  and  the  Thighs  and  Feet  ftretched 
out ;  he  might  fafely  cry  Vidory,  tho’  hi» 

Brother  feemingly  defired  to  be  towed  out 
of  the  Uterus . 

On  the  contrary,  Jacob  prefented  him- 
ieh  in  a  wry  Situation,  his  Arm  being  for¬ 
ward,  and  mtangled  about  Esau’s  Foot 
in  danger  of  a  Fradure  or  Dillocation,  by 
which,  part  of  the  Paffage  was  taken  up 
and  the  Head  kept  within  the  Uterus  anJ 
forced  to  lean  on  one  Side.  ’ 

This  is  *  one  of  the  word  and  moll  dan- 

Cm!S  HU§h  Chamberlane’s  *"*>  &/"/»  »f  Women  with 

gerous 
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gerous  Poftures  a  Child  can  come  out,  both 
for  itfelf,  and  for  the  Mother,  _  becaufe  of 
the  violent  Force,  the  Midwife  is  neceffita- 
ted  to  ufe  in  fearching  for  the  Feet  which 
are  very  far  off;  for  generally  in  that  Cafe 
the  Child  mud  be  brought  out  by  the  Legs. 
The  Reader  may  judge,  by  the  Travail  of 
Tamar,  of  the  Truth  of  this;  for  ihe 
could  not  be  delivered  of  Z  a  r  a  h,  upon 
whom  the  Midwife  tied  a  Scarlet  Thread, 
till  he  had  withdrawn  his  Hand,  Gen. 
xxxviii.  28,  29. 

In  what  lamentable  Condition  mull  poor 
Rebecca  have  been ;  for  if  the  Child 
is  pulled  by  the  Arm,  that  Member  will 
fooner  be  Separated  from  the  Body,  than  for 
the  Feet  us  to  be  fo  brought  forth. 

Pray,  where’s  the  grand  Myftery  of  C  al- 
vi n?  As  for  the  Interpolator,  is 
this  Matter  of  Jeft,  when  precious  Lives  are 
in  imminent  Danger,  efpecially  at  the  Time 
Ignorance  did  prevail,  and  that  the  Midwife 
could  call  no  Body  to  her  Help  ? 

4.  But  to  convince  the  Reader,  that  the 
Words  in  queftion  have  been  added  to 
H  o  s  e  a,  with  a  manifeft  Defign  to  make 
a  Banter  of  the  Hiftory,  as  related  in  Gene- 
fts,  is  the  ftrange  Alteration,  or  rather  Cor¬ 
ruption  of  Mofes’s  Expreffion;  for,  inftead 
of  faying.  He  held  with  his  Hand  his  Bro¬ 
ther  s  Heel,  which  can  never  be  taken,  but 

in 
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in  a  literal  Senfe,  the  verb  is  introduced, 
which  fignifies  to  trip  up  the  Heels,  to  fup- 
plant,  to  cheat,  and  which  gives  a  different 
Notion  from  Moses's  Account;  for  ’tis 
as  much  as  to  fay,  Jacob  was  a  Wag,  fly, 

a  Cheat,  and  deceitful  from  the  very  Be - 
ginning. . 


F rom  all  thefe  feveral  Obfervations,  which 
can  hardly  be  contradidted,  I  draw  this  In¬ 
ference,  That  as  the  Spirit  of  God  can 
never  have  directed  the  Prophet  to  turn  into 
an  injipid  Pleafantry ,  the  dangerous  Circum- 
ft ances  Rebecca  and  Jacob  were  in,  it 
follows  confequently,  that  the  Words  are  an 
Interpolation ,  and  the  Work  of  a  prophane 
Jejier,  and  not  to  be  minded. 


Now,  if  we  reftore  Hose  a  to  his  pri¬ 
mitive  Simplicity,  The  Text  fhall  run  thus. 

I’he  Lord  has  alfo  a  Controversy  with  Ju¬ 
dah,  and  will  punijh  Jacob  according  to  his 
H  ^y^'i  accci  ding  to  his  Doings  will  he  recoin-' 
penfe  him.  He  found  him  in  Beth-el,  and 
there  he  fpake  with  him ,  and  even  Jehovah 
the  Lord  of  Hofs)  Jehovah  is  his  Memorial, 

5Tis  time  to  paufe,  and  to  defire  the  Rea¬ 
der  to  examine  well  the  two  different  Solu¬ 
tions  I  have  given  to  the  Objection  from  the 
Prophet  Hose  a:  Let  him  chufe  which  he 
thinks  fit,  the  Wrestler  is  declared  in 
both  of  them  unworthy  of  the  fublime 
Name  of  Jehovah.  CO  N- 


ft 


**T*IS  necelTary  to  make  an  end  of  this 

I  Differtation,  in  which  I  have  proceed¬ 
ed  gradually,  and  taken  all  poffible  Care  to 
maintain  my  Hypothefis,  viz.  That  the 
W  restler  was  but  a  Many  and  alfo  to 
anfwer  all  Objections. 

To  fay  more  would  be  fuperfluous  $  whe-  ' 
ther  I  have  or  have  not  made  good  my  Al¬ 
legations,  I  mufl  entirely  leave  it  to  th^ 
Impartial  Reader . 
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